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In Jan# 1893 the country was Btartled by the announce- 
nent that the royal goveinnent of the Ha'/ralian lelands had 
been overthrown; the Queen Lllloukalanl dethroned ; and a 
ProvlBlonal Government^ with a deBlre of annexation to this 
country^ establiflhed. 

Prior to Buch an annoirn cement many of oiir citizens were 
absolutely ignorant in regard to this most important group 
of Islands In the Pacific. In fact, a large ma^ority would 
doubtless have found it hard even to locate them# At once 
there sprung up a wide spread and Intelligent interest in 
these islands foimd so suddenly knocking at the door of the 
American unlon# Had overthrow; of the monarchy been the final 
roo^re, we no doubt should have considered this as one more 
step In the rapid political evolution of these Islands from 
a feudal despotism to a free and civilized state# But this 
was not all. The Provisional Government appealed at once to 
the United States for annexation ,and the lost monarchy claim- 
ed that with this in view, the United States authorities at 
Honolulu had lent a helping hand in the revolution . 

It is only this latter phase of the question that I shall 
attempt to discuss. At some future time I hope to be aMe to 
treat in detail the causes of this revolution, for, laying 
aside the qixestion of foreign interference, there were local 
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eauBOB both reaote and proxlxsatOy for the thvrough \mder~ 
standlng of whioh wo should be obliged to traoe the soolal 
and polltleal evolution of the lalands from the time when 
they first oane In oontaot with the olTlllsed world, and show 
the ohanges whloh have taXen plaoe and the oauses by which 
they have been effected. 

The question before usjihen> Is: How far were the United 
States authorities at Honolulu responsible for the revolution? 

The facts are as follows. Up to Jan. 17, 1893, the United 
States and Hawaii were at peace. LlllouXalanl was ruling over 
a constitutional sionarohy In these Islands; and the United 
States had a Consul-General, Vloe-Consul-General, Resident 
UlnlBteTt and a war nhix> always at the lalanda* Within twenty 
four hotirs, or on the next day, Jan* 17, 1893 a revolution 
had been effeoted; the oonatltutlonal laonarohy had been re - 
plaoed by a ProTlalonal Oovemniente President Dole had taXen 
the plaoe of LlllouXalanl , and a yessel was on Its way bear- 
ing commissioners from this new goyermasnt to Washlncrton to 
ask annexation to the United States e Following this oom- 
mission came another from the deposed Queen bearing her pro- 
test* She claimed that the throne had been lost , not through 
the revolutionary acts of her own sub^jeots, but because of 
the 8iippo2rt which had been given them by the United States 
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troopB under the direction of Minister Stevens and Capt* 
Wlltse. 

Suoh an aocueatlon oan bo ^justified or fefuted only 
after a vx>Bt careful and detailed examination of the efente 
of the revolution and the part played in each by the various 
fact ore • 

?or our purpose we shall examine chiefly the events of 
foiur days - Jan* 14 to l^ - although It will be necesatey to 
refer to the early history of Hawaii^ or we shall fall to 
landers toad and Interpret correctly the events of these four 
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When the Sandwich iRlandB were viflited by«CcH>t* Cook in 
the latter part of the eighteenth century, goveminental unity 
was tinxnown* The several iBlands compoBing the group were 
ruled over by XlngB who controlled vassal chiefs and granted 
them certain tenures in return for military service* 

Before this , however, the islands had entered upon a 
pe^od of political ambition and strife which was not completed 
until the early years of the present century, when the entire 
group was consolidated in one government under Kameharaeha I • 

Originally Kameharaeha I* was a petty sovereign ruling 
over a small district at the north end of the island of Haw- 
aii. One at a time he met and conquered the other chiefs 
of his own island, and finally extended his conquests over 
the whole group* The entire social and political organiza- 
tion of the islands was revolutionized. He established a 
sort of personal government, appointed a governor for each 
Island, and selected four great chiefs who had assisted him 
in his conquests, to act as a cabinet. All the lands of the 
Kingdom were regarded as the property of the crown, and upon 
purely feudal principles were apportioned by him among his 
followers. Church and state were so completely separated 
that previous to his death in I8I9 the priesthood, at the be- 
ginning of his reign far mora powerful than he , was obliged 
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ItBelf po77erle8s in Becular affairs* (I) 

For twenty-^four yearfi Karaehaneha I ruled over these unit- 
ed iBlands, aB Btrong and able a Bovereign aB any nation ever 
honored* Anide from the unity in fovarnnent which he eBtab- 
llBhod, ho iB interest ing to ub as laj'-ing the foundation of 
a policy calculated to allow the influence of the •:'/hite race 
to assert itself* This 7;as acconilished in t:7o yrays: first, 
by his destruction of tho old religion 7;hich left the people 
glad to receive the ne-? faith brought in by American mission- 
aries; and second, by his land policy which later m^de possi- 
ble the buying and selling of lanvls, and the purchase of 
these lands by white foreigners. 

Four noro Xlngn of the same naiie and dynasty followed 
Karaehameha li So far as possible Kamehameha II continued 
and strengthened the pftlici'- inaugurated by his father* In 
this way a careful, if unconncious, -preparation was made for 
the advent of the first missionaries in 18P^0. At once their 
institutions and influence became dominant. Christ iaji civil- 
i nation 7;as eagerly adopted by the- chiefs and people, and 
It soon became evident that the islands vrer^^ progressing rap- 
idly toward an enlig>itened nation. (?i) 

In la.^O the United States recognized the growing inter- 
ests of the Americans in the inlands by sending out a resident 
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(I) Allen, A^TU: Report on the Official RelatlonB of the 

United Statee with the navrallan Inlands* 



(2) Dole, S*B*: Evolution of Land TemireB* 

(3) Ihid^ 

(4) JamreB, JameB JackBon^ KlBtory of the Hawaiian iBlande* 
VariouB extractfi from thlB 77ork are found in the Govern- 
nent Reports on Hawaii • Vol* I# 141 

Same subject is dlBcussed in Dole •a Evolution of Land 
Tenur efl . 
(6) tbid. 
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coEimepolal agents and allowing her naval yesnelB - from that 
time on frequent vlnltore to the harbor - to Intervene in a 
friendly manner when American Intereeta were at staXe* (1) 
In 182'S^ there were algna that the leglelatlve fiinctlonn were 
beginning to differentiate from the executive and for the 
flret time regular lawe were enacted* (J^) ^ 

In 1833 Kamehaneha III ascended the throne and a period 
of rapid progreflfl began # The lawn enacted In l&py were grad*- 
ually developed nntll 1836 when the code wa« revleed and In-- 
proved* (3) It waR no'v evident that etlll greater govern- 
mental changea were neoeBaary^ The chief a reallfsed that they 
were not competent to fulfill the demanda of the timea and 
aent to the United ^tatea for a legal Plvlaer who could aa- 
Blat and Inatnict then In the new policy which clrcnnBtances 
waa forcing upon them# (4) In this request the nlaalonarleB 
concurred, and petitioned the American Board of Poyeign Hla- 
Blona, hut without Bucceaa* (5) 

The chlefB then t^umed to the nlBBlona for help, and In 
thlB way without any definite action or object oonnonced the 
eyatem, which naturally, In the course of time led to the 
employnent of bo many nlaalonarlea by the Hawaiian Crovernment* 
The ChlefB needed foreign aaalfltance of aome kind; theae men 
were at hand and were faithful, able and Trilling; It waa 



(I) Jarvee, J.j^ KlBtory of the Hawaiian iRlandB* 

ilr# JarveB qnotee the reBoliitloriB taXen from the mlBBlon- 
ary inlnuteB for 1838 to Bhow the exact viewB of the nifl- 
Blonarlea at that tlme# Senate Report* Vol. I# 141- 42* 

(?) Dole; Evolution of Land Tenures. Senate Repolrt. !• 00 

(3) The text of thlB firat oonfitltutlon with the Bill of 
RlghtB , Senate Reporta* vol. I. 121 • 

(4) The correHix>ndence regarcllnc thlB recognition 1b found 
In the Senate Reports* 847 - 63. 
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tlraly natiiral that they Bhonld he choBen and flhould accept* 
^ lir. Richards, who had heen fwnt to the United Statee for 
help and had failed, was asked to tmdertaXe the Inetructlon 
of the chief B In the general Bclence of governments He wae 
released from hlB poBltlon and duties at the inln«ion and wpde 
confidential adviser to the rulers of Hawaii* In such a pos- 
ition he became pioBt Influential In persuading the king to 
proclallun a Bill of Rights In harmony with the events trans- 
piring In his kingdom and the needs of his people* (I) This 
was enacted In the year 1839 and practically transformed a 
feudal despotism Into a constitutional monarchy; or to say 
the least, It was a virtual rejection of the feudal system 
and the origin of a constitutional form of government* (J?) 

With this as a basis the first real constitution was 
proclaimed In Oct. 1840. (3) Although It was nothing more 
than a crude constitutional sketch. It gave the people a 
feeling of security and established the Hawaiian Islands as 
a civilized and Independent state* As such It was first 
recognized by the United States In the year 184^? In resi^onse 
to the request of the Hawaiian nation made through Messrs. 
Richards and Haallllo* England and Franne added their recog- 
nition In the following year. (4) ^ 

While these constitutional development b were taking place 
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(I) CaBtle, 5#N# IncldentB In Hawaiian HlRtory# Senate Report 
page '99 • Mr* CaBtle »b BtateinentB here are bom out by 
the evntB, 

(??) Lord Panlet^B demand to the Governor of Oahu# Feb* II #1843 



ff » $ $ 



to Kawehameha II* Peb# 16 • 17 • 18 • 



Klng'B provlBlonal ceBBlon to Kngland 1843. 
Foimd In the Senate Report. 8r>6 - 8C0# 

(3) Appeal of Kamehameha III to Pr3B. Tyler. ReportB. 866. 361 

(4) Rear- Admiral ThomaH to Kan. Ill ♦ ReportB* 866. 
(6) }&• Severance to llr. Webster i Har* II. I8BI# 

}^r. Ten EycK. Dec# 10. 1849* Reporta. 900# 
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under the giilclance of American nlBRionarleB, eventR of another 
n!, nature were tranRplrlng which were oalmilated to naXe fit ill 

more prominent the American influence. Prom 1835 to 1849 
Prance and Rnglansl Been both to have heen waiting for an 
opportunity to Ruhrert the native government and take -poRsess- 
ion of the iBlanda. (I) 

The EngliRh opportunity came In Feb. 1843 when Capt# 
Paulet, of the Rhip CaryBfort eel^ed the iBlande in the name 
of the Queen, and forced a deed of ceRRion from the King, 
Kamehameha III. (J?) On Mar* II, 1843 the King appealed to 
the United f^tatea for aRRlRtance in iUvduoing the Brltiah to 
withdraw from tlie iRlanda and leave them again an independent 
nation. (3) On July II CommOvdore Kearney, U.S.N, arrived at 
the iHiandB and promptly protested agalnat the Hawaiian deed 
of ceBRion# On July S6, Rear Admiral Thomae, R.N# appeared , 
and after a friendly conference with the King, reatored the 
iRlandB an.^ dleavowed the act of Lord Paulet. (4) 

With Prance there had been trouble for Rome time. Thie 
commenced in 1839 when the French CatholiCR were perReouted 
by the Ha:?alian Government. It developed into a miRunder- 
Btanding regarding treaty rights and the aei^ure of the island 
by the French Admiral in 1849. (6) 

Official news of thiR proceeding wer»^ Rent at once to 
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(I) llT, f^averanca to Mr# WabBter# Mar. II, I85I* Also lir. 
Tan Eyck* Dec# 10* 1849^ 



(?i) Mr* WebBtar to Hr» RIvob* Jima, 10,, I86I* Report* 906* 
:iT. ^Ivaa to Mr* Vabatar* July^ 8 I86I* ,, OOQ. 



(n) Sanata RaportBw ppga 89*7 - 



(4) n^a. 



the United States and aflelatanoe was again aeKed In Rett line 
the dispute^ (I) This request the United States promptly 
coEiplled with and Instniotlons to that effeot were sent to 
Mr* Rlves^ then United States minister In Paris. (J?) No con- 
clusion was reached and on Mar* 11, 186 I Hr# Severance , the 
American commissioner at HonolulUp notified lir^ Webster that 
he had received from the Hawaiian Govornnont a sealed paper 
with Indorsement upon the envelop as follows ; » The King 
requests the commissioner of the United States In case the 
flag of the United ?:tates Is raised above the Hawaiian, that 
he will open the encloseoL and act accordingly." (3) Kr* 
Severance continued; • The paper thus sealed Is a cession of 
the sovereignty of the Islan.ls to the United States by pro- 
clamation of the King, to be held until some arrangement sat- 
iRfftctory to all parties can be made consistent with the 
treaty obligations already existing: and In case none such 



Cfn be made, then the transfer of the sovereignty to be per- 



petual. • (4) 



^ 



A series of dlspatch=is from Hr. Severance to Mr. Webster 
followed this last communication. Prom them we learn that 
the French and English through their representatives, were 
trying to checK American Influence In the Islands. They had 
planned an opposition paper to be started In the place of one 
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(I) llTm Seyeranoe lettere to Hr. WebRtap from Mar* 11 to 
Nar« PI0 185 1. Report b» 89"^ -906 • 
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recently Btopped for want of oupportt and were waXing an 
effort to control leglnlatlve elect lonfl#^ Now for the flrflt 
tine annexation wan dlBcneBedp and the oormerolal »alue of 
the iBlandB to the United States wpb made prominent • Laat of 
all cane the Important queetlon, "What shall I do with tha 
Klng^B cBBslon to the u7s# ? Ought I to retain It if he asxe 
for it? I think I Bhall not give It up until I hear from 
you* V7e have a great Interest In the Islands^ and nay as well 
hold the paper as security against the cession to any other 
power. We should notaanforca It against the 7^111 of the King 
and his chiefs, hut hla health 1b precarious, and such are 
the habits of his appointed successors that there Is no Toiow- 
Ing when he nay choose for his constitutional advisers* He 
imy be weary of the noral restraints Imposed upon hln now 
and throw himself Into the arms of some Interest altogether 
host lie to us* In that event the paper I hold^may have Its 
use." (I) 

llr# Webster answered these communications on July 14,^ 
I86I. He declared that the policy of this governnent toward 
Hawaii renalned unchanged, and faithful to Its original as- 
surances regar.llnc the Independence of the Islands* At the 
sane time, he addel, thlB govej^nment could never consent to 
see Hawaii poBsessed by either of the great commercial powers 
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(I) These two letters are fotmcl in the Senate Reix)rtB« page 
907, 909 • 

One Benter.oe of Mr* WebBter'R private letter lo partic- 
ularly intereating when taken in donneotion with the 
olaima of Araerican« in the late revolution* • You infom 
UB that many American citizens have gone to settle in the 
iBiandB; if bo they have ceased to be American citizens. 
The govemnent of the United ntiFites nruet, of course, feel 
an interest in then not extended to foreigners, hut hy 
the law of nations they have no right further to demand 
the protection of thiB Governments* 
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of 3?iirope p no*' would It \>e willing to see enforced against 
the Hawaiian Government imjunt denandB InoonBlatent with a 
"bona fide Independence^ Thla portion of xir# Webater's re- 
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ply 1h contained In €ui official communication^ Another dis- 
patch of the aame day, In the form of a prl^^ate letter, deals 
with the surrender of the Islands and the proposed annexation 
to our cotintry# Mr# Severance la ordered to return to the 'v^ 
Hawaiian Government Its letter of conditional surrendert and 
under no circumstances to encourage Americans or others to 
believe that the Islands will become annexed to the United 
States* (I) 

During this period constant contact with foreigners, and 
the rapid Internal development of the Kingdom called for re- 
vision of the constitution* A conmlttee of three was appoint- 
ed to taxe charge of the matter and In June I86fJ a new con- 
stitution was ratified by the legislature, approved by the 
King and promulgated. This revision was a decided advance 
over the old constitution In the direction of popular liberty. 
The House of Reprenentatlves was Increased to not less than 
twenty-four or more than forty members, to be elected annually 
by universal suffrage. The House of Nobles, to be appointed 
by the King for life, should never exceed twenty members* 
The Supreme Court was to consist of one Suprema Judge and tvro 
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(I) AlaxanclerW#D# SXetch of the Conntltutlonal HlBtory of 
Ila-vall* Reports. Vol. I 318 • 



(P.) Senate Reports. 914. 
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ftRaoolatafl, appointed for llfai but flutoiect to raaoval "by 
Irtpeachnertt • Th^ King was to be the Bupreme executive magis- 
trate • HlB nlniflterB vrere pefiponslble to hln, and he wa« 
allowed the right of absolute veto, although Engllah precedent 
controlled l**i exerlcee during Kaneharaeha ' b relgn» (I) 

In 18(53 and I8S4, during the aimlnlBtratlon of PreB^ 
Pierce, an active effort waB made to accoinpllBh tht^ annexation 
of Hawaii* On Dec* 16, 1863 Mr* Marcy, Secretary of State , 
wrote to :cr# Hason, than United States mlnlBter In ParlB, 
that affaire In Honolulu Trere unsettled, and several changes 
hal taKen place In high offices* Great Britain and Trance 

apparently nuch disturbed and were "using all their In- 
fluence to repress the rising sentlnent of annexation to this 
coimtry*** Moreover, Mr* Marcy had tallced with tho nlnlnters 
from these countries and had understood from them that every 
means would be used, even force, to Xeep the United States 
from acquiring sovereignty over the Islands* Franco , espec- 
ially, had tried to liipress upon ICr* Ilarcy the fact that 
transfer of the islands to this coimtry would be forcibly re- 
slsted* If he could do so without calling too much attention 
to the matter it would be desirable for Mr* Mason to ascer- 
tain Just what course France wciild p\irsue if the United r:tat08 
should attempt to acquire the Islands ^ (S) 
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iP.) Senate RepoJ:"^"' 914, 9^59 -936, 



(,?) Text of Treaty , nenate Report b« 935 



(4) CorroBpon.tenfte of Hr, Gregg an:! Ilr. Harcy. Reporte, 937-. 
94S. 



(6) Snow, Freenan; Treaties and Toplca In Anerlcaji Dlplonacy. 
V " pages 361- 39*3' treat of tho roiatlonR of oiir rtonntry to 

HP 77ft 11 from I860 to 1895 • 
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In 1854 Hr# Marcy carried on a corroBpond^nce with Con- 
mlfl«loner Crrerg relative to annexation* (^) The oiTtcona of 

* 

thlB was the negotiation of a treaty of annexation with 
Hawaii* (3) Fvery effort waB npcle on the part of Aiaerlcans 
and the Anerican Government to Beciire the ratification of 
thlB treaty, while Great Britain and France BtremiouBly op- 
posed* Pron day to day the King delayed hie Bignatiire imtil 
at last he died on Dec* 16, 1864 i^tlthont havlngj^ given hlB 
approval. Had he done bo It 1b not likely that the treaty 
wonld have hnen ratlfledjby the United Statea Governnent an its 
terriB were not entirely b at 1 Bf a ctory. (4) 

The new monarch Kamehameha IV was not fp.vorahlo to 
arjiexation and aB the treaty which had heen arranged was nn- 
BatlHfactory to thia country the matter waa. dropped temper- 
arlly. 

An effort to conclndo a reciprocity troty wbb main the 
next year and^thia too wa^ a failure* (5) 

Kamehameha IV waa Inclined to favor Englinh influence 
^B oppoaed to American* Hie officialB were EngllBh, hie 
aaaoclateB were all Encliah and Fncliah teROhevH and ninlRters 
were aent to the ialanda at hln reqiieat* llr* HcEride called 
Secretary Seward •b attention to thlB fact, Oct* 0, 1863 and 
noted the decline of American influence in the iBl^ndB* In 
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(I) Senate Reports* page 94;? • 



(r!) Text of the constitution* Reportfl# 160 I68# 
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hlR opinion th-^ tine tt^b conine when tht^ Inlancln rniRt pass 
"Into other hanctB, and ?heir rteBtiny be controlled by other 
people. • The French had retired and there Trere but two con- 
ipetltors; the question at laeue wae • to what nation ehall \ 
they belong I to whom ought they belong^ the KngllBh or the 
Americana ?•{ I) 

Thlfl Bane year, I8H3, Kanehaneha iv died and Karehameha 
V, known as Prince Lot Kamehaneha, ^aa called to the throne* 
Ar he had never approved of the radical conatltutlonal chrngas 
nade by Kai^ehameha III he now refnaed to Bupport the conntl- 
tiitlon, but eelj^ed the opportunity to prormilsate a ne-^ consti- 
tution of hlR own nailing which would Increase the power of the 
croim, and do away with much of the American Influence. (2) 

Kanehaneha V hf»d lonp; been .-jealous of Ari'^-rlc^n Influence 
and Btlll he felt that the natives were rot prepared for 
eelf-governnent • Hla new couRtltutlon waa proolalhed in Aug* 
1864 without the Ranction of any convention or Indoraenent 
by the people. 7or all thia It wae accepted by the nation, 
and with few alteratlona continued In force for twenty-three 
yeara, to IQS^. 

A coinpfrlBon of thla constitution with th^t of I86J? does 
not reveal bo many changea aa night be expected*. The provis- 
ion which did oauae rnich trouble and which nry be oonaldered 
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(I) Senate Reports. 943. 96JJ. 



{P) Official Report on Relations bat'.'reen the United States 
fin:^ Ha7rail# Senate Report b, page 822 • 
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Afl the 8t«rtlng point of revolutionfl In tho 1b lands waB artl- 
cla e^t requiring « property qimilflcatlon for every voter, 
and In oafle of birth Blnoe 1840, ability to road and wrlte^ 
ThlB claiifle dlplaoed the olauaa of I8f5J?, which pemltte^ 
unlvorBal Buffrage, and waa exoeedingly dlfltaBteful to the 
natives, who when onoe they had realised the power of votes 
and their Influence , wer^^> unwilling to give up the privilege^ 

Prom this tliae on the natives atteopted to hold together 
In the legislature In order to regain their lost Influence 
and rights* Race feillng Increased at every step, and , aa 
the Anglo-Saxon easily f41fllled the neoesspry qualifications 
for Buffrage, he received that which the native felt belonged 
to himself ♦ 

During the pelod of the civil war little attention was 
given to Hawaii by the United States, but the English and 
southern Influence was exerted to bring about hostility to a 
cloBer connection with this country, either In the fom of 
reciprocity or annexation. Occasional mention Is made of 
this fact In the correspondence of the time* (I) -\ 

On Feb* I* 1867 Mr* McCooX, our minister In Honolulu was 
Informed that the government desired to renew the Bub;Ject of 
reciprocity on terms more liberal to the United Btate8*(n) 
Again a treaty was negotiated but failed to be ratified by 
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(I) Senate Reporta, page 8/?/J# 



(J5) CorreRpondenoe tetwoen :ir^ McCooK and Mr# Seward 
Senate Report b* pages 946- 949^ 



(9) Senate Reporta, 951* 



(4) Itldt 
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the Senate^ (I) l(r# Beirard and Kr* McCooX were anxloua to 
Bee the treaty a BiicoeBB, and thlnhlng hlB Influence might 
be of Bone help lir* HoCook aBKed pemlBSlon to vlBlt Washinc- 
ton during the tlEie that the treaty was hefore Congreae. If 
ratification waa aoconpllahed he did not care to remain lon- 
ger at Honolulu, aa he ehonld feel that he had done all i)«88l- 
ble In hlB x>oBltlon« If, however, the governraent should 
desire to acquire the Islands he would like to conduct the 
negotiations as he felt that they could be purchased from 
the King and the American people would receive such a pur- 
chase wlth^ universal acclamation** (JJ) 

Mr# Seward's reply to this letter was » confidential*, 
June 13, I867# The desired permission to attend the legis- 
lature at Washington was given, and litr^ McCook was instinicted 
•to sound the proper authorities on the larger subject men- 
tioned* In his note and ascertain the exact conditions* In 
addition confidential overtures were to be received and for- 
warded to the Secretary of State* (3) 

Tor BOOB time following this all the diplomatic cor- 
irespondence shows a strong desire for reciprocity or annexa- 
tion on the i>art of the United States, while Hawaii seems to 
have lost much of her Interest. (4) The reasons for this are 
fo\md largely In the fact that the aympathles of the Hawaiian 
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(I) Mr, McCooX to G©n« Van Vaixontoiirg, United Staten illnlst 
at Yedo> Japan. Aug. 3, 186'!'. Reports. 960. 



(P.) Ibi:!. 



(3) Il5ld. 



(4) Senato Reports, page 951. 
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Goyemnent at thlB tine rrere Eniillfih and It was Trail under- 
stood that nothing waB maintaining the Bupremaey of Anerlonn 
Influence In the lRland« exoqt coiarnerolal relatione^ (I) 
In ISC^ the KaTTailan Government eent an envoy to Japan to 
negotiate a treaty with that government which would admit 

« 

Hawaiian sugar and other products on an equality with those 
of the United States* (•) 

Had they heen ahle to secure this marXet thay would have 
become entirely Independent of the United States and her 
commercial and political suprmaaoy would have been lost.Thls 
was seen by the American minister who at once tooX steps to 
prevent the negotiations of the desired treaty* (3) ^^ 

On July 6f 1863 Mr. Seward sent Mr# Spauldlng a »confl- 

* 

dentlal"* Quite a change In his tone Is noted* He nor ad- 
vised that the subject of national extension and aggrandize- 
ment be dropped as the public would not support such a policy 
At the sane time It should be noticed that he practically re- 
fused to abandon^ his project since he asked for frequent 
communication upon the same subject* (4) 

President Johnson in his annual message of Deo* 0,1068 
called attention to the relation existing between Hawaii and 
the United States and expressed a personal desire to see 
closer union botwoen tho two coimtrles, (n) In spite of his 
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(I) Senate Report b. 935 • 



(2) Senate Report B*page 064 
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urgency the reciprocity treaty of July 186*7^ already ratified 
by the Hawaiian Governnont, was not acted upon \mtil 18*70 
and wae then re;)ected#( I) 

RepreeentatlveB of the American Govenipient at Honolulu 
were even more anxloue than the PreeAdent to eee the annex- 
ation of Hawaii an aoconpllBhed fact. On April 14, I860 }Ir. 
Spauldingf in charge of the American Legation, wrote a pri- 
vate letter to hie father which 1b of confllderable interest. 
The news of the probable failure of the reciprocity, treaty 
had juBt reahhed Honolulu. The effect had been to call forth 
a Btrong and determined expreBBlon in favor of annexation. 
As long aB there wae any hope for reciprocity, annexation 
waR not desired; but when reciprocity failed the planters 
raiBt have relief of acme Kind and sought it in annexation. 
The quest ion which was troubling the annexation party w?.b 

k 

Whether it woulv-l be bacKed by the United States Government 
and its representatives if it should attempt to nake a politi- 
cal change looking toward annexation. Personally Ilr. Spaul- 
ding favored the acquisition of the islands, and to him the 
American policy so lonf; pursued in the islnnds, seemed exceed- 
ingly faulty. !!e thought the return of the Lackawana to 
Honolulu, which was obiectod to by the Hawaiian Governnent, 
mig^-it be used an an excuse for active intervention. (?I) 
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On Sapteniber 23, 1889, about one month after this re- 
bell Ion, and as we readily see at one of the noBt ooraplex 
and li!a>ortant periods In the hlBtory of Ha^rall* Minister 
Stevens first beoane connected with thPt co\mtry as United 
States minister* 
I I4r# Steven*s early history Is well Xnow/ and I shall 
cite here only the most necessairy facts regarding hlB llfe# 
He was boim In Maine In 1820 and prepared himself for a min- 
ister of the universal l|lj^ church* In 1865 he became associ- 
ated with James G# Blaine, as partner and co-editor of the 
K enneb ec J ourn al # He was chosen a member o the state legis- 
lature and filled this position fron 1865 to I8*70. Prom 
18*70 to I8'i^3 he was\^U#Sv minister to Uruguay and Paraguay* 
In I877he was appointed !linlster to NorTfay and Sweden* Tnllo 
filling this position he -^rote hln hlRtory of GustavuR Adol- 
phus* In 1889 he T^as sent as nlnlster to ITp-i^all during the 
administration of Presldont llprrlpon "^hor riaine , hlR old 
partner, was Secretary of Stato#(I) ^^ 

From these bri«f statements we gather much infonietion \ 

4 

that iH valuable for our study* v;e find that Hr* Ptovons Ttttn 



already an old man when he went to Konolulu and that he had ^ 
had considerable experience in daallnc; v^lth foreign countries 
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(I) Minister Steven's Testlnony* Reports. 536 
Also various writers nantlon same Incident b# 
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PrlnooBB lillioiiXalani, who had already been named by her 
toother aa hia fluoceaBori and who waa even more bitterly 
oppoaed to the conatlttitlon than he, waa oonneoted with the 
plot and expected the revolution! at s to force the King to 
abdicate In her favor • (I) Whatever the truth nay be, and 
there la undoubtedly aone on both aldea, the whole action 
iB very aimiaing, for eventually the volunteer riflemen and 

citizens tooh up airoa for the government and It turned out 

* 

to be Kalakaua*B government putting down a rebellion against 
him, although he waa believed to have connived at It. 

At thlB time alao, marines were landed from the United 
States ship Adams, at the request of the government. They 
were returned to their ship the next day without taking any 
part In the conflict except as their presence gave moral 
support to the governmental forces of Hawaii. (2) 

'^he Insurgents were defeated, several were Xllled, and 
Wilcox with about sixty of his followers was imprisoned. 
Although this revolution was a failurei It 1b peculiarly in- 
teresting to us as it fumiahes the only instance in Hawaiian 
history when the nativea attempted to assert themselves in- 
dependent of foreigner St (S) 
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(I) AloxanAop* W, D» Rei)OPtfl» S86» 

(3) Statenont of Ha'yallp.n Patriotic Laagite. Peportn. 17;^. 
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lery aR a B\ilt)altam# The goveiminent at that tine recalled 
all itR forrifrn ptiT.^-ontn and rith othorR Wiloox retitmed In 
No^''^nl)er JP?^^. After hiP ret^im he Reenfl to haro been dis- 
approved of hy Vne covernment ani hoycotted hy the reform 
party, Tv^ thon Ic^.entlfied hln^elf with the party mirroimdlng 
the AlPg-*« nlateri PrlncoRB JjlllouKalanl and devoted hlB 
abilltinn anc'. enerpcy to carrying out her Rchemes for gaining 
the roT'er then In the h^.n^^R of the Klng^ Several ralnor In- 
trlrueR and oonRplranleR were developed In opposition to the 
r^fom RuccRRReR of WS"^. In all of these Wilcox had a pron- 
Inent p?rt, and eflpoclally in what 1r Vnown ae the "Domlnls* 
oonRpiracy, which had in view the abdication of the King and 
the crowning of the PrinceaR, hy whom it waR inatigated. 
For hlR part In this conRpiracy Wilcox waf' ordered to leave 
th^ coTintry^ He r'.i'i b0| going to San FranclRoo where he re- 
mained imtil recalled hy the PrinceRB to aRRlat her in 1889 
in ^ TORtorlng the rlghta of the native chief b»# He responded 
to her Runr'K^nR and at once ♦ooV, charge of the revolution. (I) 

Exactly what waa in the ninda of those sharing in thlR 
revolution Is harA to tell. TeRtimony of value is presented 
to Rhow thpt the King waa a party to the plot, expecting to 
overthrow the constitution of ISfi^ and estahllsh one of his 
o^Tn npv.lng# (P) On the other hand it seens certain that the 



o 



?3 



(I) V.v, Aflhford, ReportB. I4*77. 

K.W, Wilcox, Ibid. I8I3' 
iP) V»V* Ashford* PoportB# I4':'8. 



R.W, Wilcox, Ibid. 1824, 



'^«D, Alexander, Ibid* S85, 
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The foimrtatlon wafl now laid for the ultimate abrogation of 

the nonarchy and the astrrnlifjiinent of a republic* 

7770 Ri:ccear>f\il revolutionary acts had no.*" taKen plaoe 
In the iRlanan, that of Kamehaneha V In I8C4, and that of the 
roforn party in 188^. Thia led the natives to feel that thoy 
too \7onld he succe^Bful if they ahould Inaxigixrate a revolu- 
tion and try to eRtabllah their claimfl. Accordingly an in- 
mu^rection waH atteiiptod in July, 1380 vrlth the hope of 
restoring the loat preronativea of the King* (I) Tlie leaders 
of the movement ;vere Robert V^llcox and Kohert Boyd. Both 
:7ere half-car?te Ka:Tallan8* But little Ib found concerning 
Boyd. Wilcox •b character 1b thoroughly dlBcuBRed and an ho Is 
hy far the more inportant leader, an v^oll as one who plays 
a prominent part In later llav^ailan history, a Phort BKotch 
of his life may he dealraV/le. 

Tllcox*B father waB a native of Connecticut, hlB mother 
TaB a native Ka-^valian. 'Vhen twenty years of pge ^'llcox Tretn 
choBen to repreaent his dintrlct In the leglBlature. cubBOfR- 
quently he T^aB fielected by the government, an was then the 
cuBtom, to be aent abroad and educated at the public expenne. 
For several years he atudied in the best military and en- 
gineering schoolfl of the Italian government, vrhen the revo- 
lution occurred in 188*^ he i^as serving in the Italian art 11- 
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to the peoplo tliroitc^ the laglnlatxu^e and could r.o longer y)e 
dl8rila«Brt at the plaaRiiro of tho r^orei'olgn unloBB he wan 
supported hy a leclRlative vote of vant of confidence* Third, 
raeiiherH of the logialature Trere prohibited from holding an ex- 
ecutive or ^uUolal office durinfi thoir loglBlatlve teirm, and 
vice yeraa. Other Iorr important changea v^ere nade* Among 
tliem T^e fin:l th^-i veto power of the King was limited, and 
article 6?? of the old conntltutioni vrhich had practically 
ercluded forei^era fron the attffrage, 'iretB extended to in- 
clude all nale puh^jecta* Fy theno proviaiona the King lost 
much of '.la power» The cahinet waa the goveimment, approved 
or dlaapproved hy the legialatiTrei vrhlle the sovereign could 
not act Tfit-out Ita aaaent and "becem:^ a more figure-head in 
hia XingdOM* The natives, too, in their o^m eatimation. 
Buffered by the change • They had heon partially disfranchlp.ed 
and their votea heat owed upon foreigners. It was in keeping 
with their character to prefer the old Kanehameha conatltution 
under T'hloh everyone hut thenaelvas had grown rich. 7rom 
thlH tine on the crown nought to regain it a lont power and 
the nati^^ea to restore the old conatitution. Elect ionn ^''c^re 
held with tlieae ends in view and during the ronainlng yearn 
of thin reign the conf^tltutional strAggles were very hitter. 
This v'as the first step in the period of unrest and revolution 
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raady at a nonontn notice to support the political organisation 
In demanding a new confttltittlon* The political organization 
•^rar; composed entirely of v^hites • AnorlcanB, KngllBh, and 
Gr^man - largely the former • It extondv-^d throughout the 
InlandK although the active participants were all in Honolulu. 
The nilitary organization waB Xno^Tn an the » Honolulu Rifles* 
and had hoen organized under the laws of the Kingdom, pwear- 
ing allegiance to the Xing. (I) 

A masB nsating waB called June 30, I83'5' and strong do- 
mandB ^Fere made upon the King. A coi>imlttee of thirteen ^rafi 
selected to wait upon him end present the reBolutlons T^hlch 
had been adopted by the meeting* To these he agreed Trithout 
dehata and the oonfititution of 188*7 ^^ont into operation. iP) 

This constitution liXe that of 1864 'yas a mere r^vlBlon, 
hut its object v^an quite different - to and personal govern- 
ment in the Islands "by limiting the poT^er of the monarch. With 
this purpose in vie^ there T/ere throe notable proYlsions (3) 
First, the House of Nobles, (imder the old constitution appoint 
6d by the cro:«fnl ?raB to be elected for six years by a restrict-' 
ed vote based upon a property qualification. This Trould give 
the TThites the choice of half the legislature and about Ahreo- 
fifths of the power which had formerly been in the hands of 
the Bovereign. Second, the ministers were made responsible 
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(I) Statement of Charlen Gullo>:# Report b» 156^ • 



John A. KoCancTleBB, rbld# 603, 611 



(2) Reporter m 



V7»D» Alexander •« Report. Reports* P83# 



Chief tTuBtice JuAA. 439» 



(3) Text. Report B. I0B4# 
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Throughout Kalakaua^B entire reign there wbb a Bteadlly 
IncreaBlng aBBiu-iption of arbitrary pov/ers, unnecesaary and 
extravagant rtebta vrore contracted, and corruption in govern- 
mental affairB progreaaed until the power in the handB of the 
King hocane bo great that a reaction > et in and a ne?^ const 1- 
tut ion '.^aa forced upon him in 18SV hy the foreign population^ 
♦Scandal, bribery and coriniption had character l5^ed hla reign 
froii beginning to ovAf and at laat cane the annoTUicement that 
he had received a large bribe for the rionopoly of opiim 
Belling on the islanda* (I) The patience of the people was 
exhausted and th^-^ better claaa of citizens formed a political 
organization, a secret league lnjen,^.lng to force the King 
to give up i!iany of hlf^ prerogatives* (S) The testimony at 
hand 77ould Keen to indlca-^e that at this tine there T'as con- 
si f.e: able discusBlon regarding the advls Ability of establish- 
ing a republic, and nany felt that it vrould be the best "ay 
of reno^'^ing the difficulty • (S) On the other hand there 
were thofie who felt that anendnents to the constitution could 
be nade of such a nature that the King Trould have less povear 
and the rights and property of the -whites be no re observed 
and respected • (4) The organization of this conspiracy waa 
quite copipleta* It had Its connlttee of safety and Its mil- 
itary conmander and foroe, uniformed, equipped, drilled, and 
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(1) Alexander, F»D» Reports* I4CC# 

(2) Ibid. I469* 

(fl) TrouBoeaii, G* Reports^ I'^O?. 

r.t at foment of ITarrallaT: Patriotic LeatT^ie* I'^PT-.. 

f^tateinent of V#v^ ABhford# I4'77 
(4) TeBtinony of Albert B# Loebenfitoln,ReportB. IQ^B 

L*A* TluirRton, 59C# 

R#W* Wilcox* I8?53# 
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rluction of BTigar# l?uch Anerican capital had already "been ' 
InveBtod in these Biigar plantatione and aa the Import duty 
on rav^ angar had heen three cento per pound from 1861 to 
18*5^0, TThen It waR reduced to t'.7o centa, the advantages that 
reciprocity would give to plantation ownara were obvious* |{ ) 



?rom thlB time on Rugar became the chief product of the 
iBlandB, artd cloBer commercial relatione with the United 
States became an Important factor In political considerations 
Those who had favored annexation now hafl reciprocity as a 
basis for assuming that Hawaii was already a part of our 
territorial possessions • (2) Those who were hostile to 
American Influence felt that a stronger pressure should be 
brought to bear against an extension of our reciprocity 
treaty • (3) 

In 1884 the treaty limit was reached* It was tjien ex- 
tended although considerable discussion was caused In Congresfl 
by the sugar Interests of this country* At this time an 
additional provision was Introduced granting the United 
States the exclusive right to enter the harbor of Pearl 
River and establish there a coaling and repair station* (4) 
Again Great Britain opposed the policy of the United States 
both as to the extension of the treaty and the Pearl River 
cession* (6) 
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(I) }ir» HcPrlclft to recrot.ary TawarA Oct* 0* men. 

Senate Report «♦ 944 • 
(P) !!r# Flalne to Mr* Comly Senate ReportB. 977^ 
C^) lEr. Comly to Mr* Blaine* ReportB* No* 113* I^I* I?JJ?* 
(4) Sonato Peport.R« 831. 
(P) n^lfl. 
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anA po^BPPi^ imich of the Aittira troiiblo In hlH Kingdom night 
have bean averted ♦ 

In the early part of hlR reign cane the tiuminB point 
in the In^lnatrlal anA political hlatory of the ifllanAB# 
PrevloiiB to hl« election he had oppoaed foreign Influence 
hut after hia acceaalon he favored a reciprocity treaty Trlth 
the irnlted Statea^ (I) With thla in vleTr he cane to Anerica 
In the autimn of IS'^A. {?.) It la worthy of note that the 
ET.pllah and French connlaalonera ^ere oppoaod to thin vlalt 
of the King, clainlng that he waa needed at hone and ahoiild 
not leave the iBlanda for any pii2T>0Be. (a) It 1b equally 
liipor+»ant to note ho?' thoroughly thin oppoflltlon and the 
imderlyinp; motive -^ere nnder*tood hy Hlnlater Pierce* (4) 

ralakaua T^aa ancceaBfiil in hla iindertaXing and a treaty 
TTaa concluded Jan. flO# IB^B. (rO It Traa ratified and pro- 
clained by both covemnenta altho^^gh there vraa conaidorablo 
oppoBltion in the ial^nda by thoae vYto T^ere Intorentdd in 
EngllBh Buprenacyt and naturally looV.ed upon thla pp one 
definite Btep in the direction of annexation* (6) 

The provialon of thla treaty Trhich Traa of noat inpor- 
tance ^aa the adniaBion of HaTrailan Bu?:er into o\ir porta free 
of duty* 7or nany y':=5arB the lalanda had been recognized 
aa anonc the moat valuable lands in th?^ Trorld for the pro- 
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(I) Alexfinrter# W# D# ReportB. 1464* 
(r) Report of Senate Cormlttee* 8^8* 
Alexander • W#D» Reporta. I4P4# 

(3) Mr# Pierce to Hr# PlBh* Reporter 0^1. 

» The EngllRh and French comnlRBlonerB here inform 
ne that thc=5y arn oppoBed to the act of King Kala- 
kaiia'B departure out of hlr^ Klngdomi on acoo^-nt 
of ItB preBent political condition. I an , ho-i^ever 
of the hellef thet they are not actuated therein 
hy a real Te£:HTd for tho Treifare of thlB nation 
bnt by a deelre to throw obatpoleB In the way of 
and present If poBBlhle closer relations takln:: 
place het-^een Hawaii and the United Statea**. 

(4) Text of the treaty. Reports. 97S. 
05) Senate Report b* 8?9» 



o 



?I 



On FeT>. 3# I8*y4 King Limalllo died wlthottt having 
naneA any BuoooBBor* Once mora the Belectlon of a Boyerelgn 
fell to the leglBlatiira# Thla time there were only two- con- 
teBtantB, Erana and Kalakaua# (I) Emma waB the favorite of 
hoth natives and EngllBh, and waa looked upon by all aa far 
the more promlelng and reaponBlble of the two candidates • 
On the other hand there waa a large party which felt that her 
election would mean EngllBh supremacy ♦ For thlB reaepn It was 
unwilling to Bee her on the throne and gave Itn Influence 
An.1 support to KalaXaua who In this way was the successful 
candidate* (J?) 7fhen the legislative committee attempted to 
announce KalaKaua's victory Queen Emma^s adherents made an 
attack upon the government huilding and the opposition party. 
American troops were landed at the request of the minister 
of foreign affairs and remlned on shore for eight days* 
During this time they were under the control of their own 
officers and were not required to take any part in the con- 
flict* (3) 

It is the career of this king which furnishes an impor- 
tant element in the political evolution of the Islands, for 
during his reign there originated or were emphasized many of 
the crises which finally led to the revolution of 1893 • When 
he ascended the throne the prospects for a long and peaceful 
reign were good, and had he made proper use of his rights 
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(I) Mr. Pleroe to Hr, Pl«h, ReportR, OC 

TeRtlnony of Theodorfl ?• Jewell, U.S. N«vy. Reports. 4S2 
Statenent of Chief JuBtloo Judrt. rbld. 439. 

■ ■ Actnlral Beltaiap. U.S. Navy. Ibid. ''II. 
» ■ W.D. Alexander* Ibid. 1453. 
/ ^ • • V.V. ABhford* 1476, 

/ 

y • • Charlen GulloK 1660. 

« 

i?.) Ibid. 

(a) ^.D. Alexander. Reportn. 1464. 

iir. Pierce to Hr. Fish. Iblb* 067, 
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Mr* Pierce had ;J\idgec!l correctly regarding the death of 
Kamehameha V and the difficulty which wonld follow when an 
election waR nB:Xe by the leglBlatnre* In 18'3'J? hie prophecy 
•vaB fulfilled and the hlntory of an hereditary monarchy In 
the iRlandR cloBed* 

Qiiieen Ennai widow of Kamehaneha iv^ KalaKana, and Lima- 
lilo^ to whom the throne Beeme rightly to have helongedi were 
the clalnantR. I.imalllo wan the aiicceRBfnl candidate rnich 
to the delight of the American or Reform party which felt 
that ItB loBt power would he regained , as the new King was 
BuppoBed to he faewrahle to A^eriopn IntereatB* (I) 

During thlB period reciprocity and annexation were the 
main topica of converaation* Annexation waa the firat choice 
and could it be aecured reciprocity waa not to be thought of# 
{Secretary ?lBh and Hlniater Pierce did not loae any of their 
enthuBlaam or interat in the queRtion and their correapond- 
ence keepa the dlRCURBlon conatantly before ub* (2) At the 
Rame time Mr* Fiah realised that the growing Interat a of the 
Bugar eatatea of the aouth were aufficient to prevent fa^flrr- 
able conBlderation of reciprocity by thia country, and he 
franKly Rtated the aituation in hlR communication of March 
26, IB*?.*?. (3) 
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(I) }ir. Pierce to Hr# Plflh» Senate ReportB* 11^ 969. 960# 



(/^) Senate Report b, 960 • 901 • 

Pebt 17^ 1873 , Mr# Pierce to Mr# Pleh* 
• Annexation of tjieee iBlande to the United Statea and 
a reciprocity treaty hetTreen the two countries are the 
two Important topics of converaatlon and warm dlBcuBs- 
Ion among Government offlolalB and foreign realdente* 



•Annexation of the lalanda to the Unltod Fitate 



will never, In my opinion, be adopted or presented as a 
Government measure, however miich the people as a whole 
may desire It •*•»«•#•••«•» Should the great Interests 
of the country t however, demand that ■ annexation* shall 
be attempted, the planters, merchants, and foreigners 
generally will Induce the people to overthrow the Gov- 
ernment, establish a republic, and then asX the United 
States for Admittance into its Union* • p# 96I# 



(fl)7 Senate Reports • 96^^ 
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PreBldent Grant oonoiirred in ProBldent JohnBon'8 vievre 
regarding reciprocity or annexation, and followed hlB exanple 
In keeping a dlploraatlc agent at the iHlandB who shared hia 
opinions • Dnrlng thle adninlBtratlon Ilr* Pierce Tran nlnlrter 
In Hawaii • On 7e\>. J?5, IB'J^I he wrote to Secretary PlBh 
recowraendlng to the attention of the President the eiibject 
of annexation, an:\ nade a complete nninraary of all thn argu- 
inentB In favor of the same* (I) Preaident Grant transnltted 
thla paper to the Rental with a nesBage aeKlng Ita views upon 
the matter^ (S) Mr# Pierce suggested that the tine had cone 
to consider the question of annexation, which imist be looked 
upon as the political destiny of the islands* Ho thought 
that the death of *<'amehaineha V was not far distant, and when 
this occiirred there would be no legit inate heir to the throne 
and a political crisis would surely ccnet Such a tine he 
considered a mopfpropitlous occaBion to inaugurate neasuros 
for annexation* • (??) 
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(I) Senate Report n. 8J36# 



(2) ir)lcl# BP4* 



(3) Ibid* It iR intereBting to note that nearly all the 

oorroapondence of the early years agreea In feeling that 
the United Statea Governnent raiBt at leant aanotlon any 
raovenent toward annexation* Mr* Pierce Bya:'* It le 
evident t however ^ no Btepa will be taXan to acconpllah 
the object naraed without the proper aanctlon or approba- 
tlon of the U*S* Government •■ 

Mr# Spanldlng^B atateiwnt to hla father 1b rnich the swie. 
^1 have already given you my opinion an to what the nlse- 
lonary or Anierlcan party would do If left to theiiBelves- 
abflolutoly nothings In a short time they would be bound 
hand and foot and powerless to resist the machination of 
the French and English* They are like raw troops* Unless 
they can feel that they are supported by the'veteran 
hand* of the United States they will run at the first 
flash of powder or sight of bloods But shove them into 
the front rank and let them feel that they are safe and 
they will make as rmoh noise as anybody** 
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I 



we Bhould expect to find taking; flldoB with the reformers^ 
Undoubtedly prospect of flharlng In the Refona victory, which 
alone they could not wln> was the controlling motive. 

In the Bane connection clalras are made that Minister 
Stevens fa^^ored the conspiracies and secret leagues formed 
by the Reforners. In fact the statement Is made that some 
of their meetings were held at the American legation. (I) 
It Is exceedingly dlfflctilt to decide upon the ;]ustlce of 
such claims. There 1b no reason for denial, and still I can 
find no support for an affirmative decision except the testi- 
mony of the opposition, together with Ilr# Stevens* own be- 
havior and corresix)ndence a short time before these events • 
I shall cite the most Important portions of his correspondonca 
with the department of state between the elections In Febrxi- 

BTY and the rebellion In May./ Each one may then decide for 

w 

himself ho f Ar lIlnlBter s^tevens was Informed of ,and In 

sympathy with this revolution. 

On February 8, I89P Minister Stevens wrote that he 
could see no prospect of the political situation changing 
until the Islands became a part of the American imlon, or a 
possession of Cfreat Prltaln. At the sane time he was fully 
convinced that a new departure by the tl.Sy as to Hawaii was 
a necessity. Annexation was the only remedy If Great Britain 
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(I) Reports. I728» 
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Smithy CaBtle, Hartwall, and Waterhouae were the leaders on 
the aide of the Reform party. They were tinwllllng to take 
Charge of mich a revolution and left. at leaat Ite puhllo 
nanagement , to the leaderfi of the Lll^eralii, Wlloox, Ashford, 
and Pu8h. (I) 

It Rhonld be noted here that although Wlloox waa the 
leader of the revolution of 1889 agalnat reform meaaures ho 
now aeema to be converted to the aide of the p€K>ple# Poael- 
bly It will not be neoeaaary to go into detalla regarding 
the reason for thlo change. In fact It would be hard to 
reach any aatlafactory conclualon unlesa^ Indeed, the whole 
reaponalbllity be thrown ttpon Wilcox • a own Character. His 
colleague, Aahford, atatea thPt the change was due to the 
fpct that In 1889 after hla capture the Queen deaerted hln 
and claimed that ahe had no knowledge of the affair. (J5) 
Whether thlp be true or not la immaterial aa one can readily 
aee that Wlloox '^aa a m?»n of no principle and oared very 
little with which aide he Identified hliiaelf. 

Aahford had been a prominent man In the government. Dif- 
ficulty with hla political frlenda had led them to dlatruat 
him, and probably with good reason. He waa a brother of C.W. 
Aahford, mentioned above. 

Buah waa a man of no^charaoter an* the la at man whom 
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(1) Reports, 1728, QS*?, 1671,1747. 

(2) Il)id. M28. U8S* 

(3) Ibid. 1476. 
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Abflolute rule of the Queen; a new oonBtltutlort with imlverBal 
Buffrage, and hostility to the American treaty (I) Although 
this party Bhoul:^ rightly be conBldereA ah a imlt, It was 
not Buch In thlB seBBlon of the leglfllature# It really had 
two wlngR or f^etlonB, known aft the ProgrePBlve Liberals, 
and RoyallBtR* Each formed a separate factor In the legl8<- 
Iptlve contefltB^ (2) 

With thlB division of partleB we shall readily sea that 
no one faction coul5 poBsess a legislative majority* (S) At 
once party lines were broXen, and various oowblnatlons were 
foiled In order to accoiapllsh the desires of the different 
leaders or partlesi^ The Nationals allied themselves with 
the conservative or native wing of the Liberals and together 
they are spoken of an Royalist «• In thin way the Nationals 
succeeded In selecting a majority of the officers, as well 
as having the Influence of the cabinet and Queen on their 
side* (4) 

On the other hand the Reform party united with the 
Progressive Liberals, although they disagreed entirely ra- 
gardlnc policy* (B) It was through this last combination 
that the revolution of 1893 was attempted* 

7or some time nmors had been In clreulatlon regarding 
the formation of conspiracies for annexation* Messrs Thurston 
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(I) Reports, 1728 

iP) Ibid* 

(3) Class if loat Ion of the nenibeps of the I.egislatiire of 
1892, with pespeot to i^artiee. 



#"» • 



NatlonftlB. 



Refom# 



•t^ 



I •Parker* 
/3*Wldeinftiin# 
9<t spencer. 
4. Whiting. 

enBarger^p. 
•''•Enat 

8«Maofaplane, 
O^D-^M^Pua^ 
lOPetereon* 

I2tWllllai!i8« 

13^ Neumann « 

I4^Hoapl>l^ 

16^ Cornwall ♦ 

le.Kapale^ 

I7^Kaunaiiiano 

S8^WftlFullani« 
IndepenctentR^ 



I#KaiiXanef 
/^•J^K*-Homer. 
S.Walbrldga. 
4^AnAarflon» 
e.ThurBton* 
6<»G.N* Wlleox. 
7*Kanoa# 
B.Wllderf 
9«Kalima# 
lO^Joeefa* 
Il.W^O^Sralth^ 

If^.AiiE. Wilcox* 

18 •W.Y* Horner^ . 

IP) .Baldwin^ 
le^KarBden^ 
I*''. Youngs 



Hlnd^Dralart Kauhl, 



LlbaralB* 



I.Blplkana 
2*A8hford# 

8.AX1* 

4S*K^Pua 

5.R#W# Wilcox, 

e#?ii8h* 

7.Na'^ahl# 

8*Koahoti^ 

9#Kainancha* 
IO,«Nahliin* 
Il^Whlte* 

i;;^KaneatlB# 

Id^AXlna# 

I4»EdwardB# 
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(<) Report R* 46 



(e) ReportB^ I83a* 1674 
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Theee three men were after^ar^ prominently connected with 
the Provisional Governments Thn leading Oemann, Americans, 
and Portngiieee, in general property ownera, belonged to thle 
party • (T) 

The National Reform party was really a dlvlalon of the 
Reform^ Originally they were loioTm together aB the Reform 
p*»rty» Then the dlvlelon tooK place the Reform party atool 
for the power of the people, and the National Refoin for tha 
power of the crown# The leading memhera of thin party were 
?;ngllflh and Canadian whltea, whoae property Intereate were 
email, If F<ny* (2) Thla party controlled 20 votee, and both 
cabinet and Queen were ita aupportera. (3) The Engllah 
minlBter, Wodehouse, affiliated 1th thia party aa It favored 
Englieh IntoreRts and If poaslble an English protectorate, 
aa oppoaed to American commercial aupremacy (4) The American 
minister, of courae, identified himself with the intereata 
of the Reform party* (6) 

The third party was Xnown aa the Liberal* It was compoa- 
ed largely of irresponsible white voters, half-oaatea, and 
many natives (6) R.W. Wilcox, leader of the revolution of 
1889, was its nost Important representative* C) Fourteen 
membere of this party were to be counted in the legl8lature#(8 
'^he main lines of policy laid down by the party were: the 
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(I) • Many of the Reform party were fiugar planters* 
R#W, Wilcox* PaportB. I8I9 

Report 8< 1930 f* VarlouB tables show the Inluatrles of 
the IslandB, the capital Inveated, and the raemberfl of 
the various corporations. 

The census reports of 1890 raaXes the total population 
of the Islands^ 96 t 075 •( some place It 89^990) 

Aaer Icans^ * « « « « I ^9S8 

Natives and half-ca*te#40, 613 

Chinese »»«#*ICt90I« 

Japanese* • « » I#?^a60 

Portueuese««.««*« . ^ 8^602 
British.**.**. t 1,344 



Gerinan 



. . It034 



French 
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(n) Ibid*. 

(8) Reports • I94e, 1809 

(4) Ibid* 

* 

(6) Ibid. 

(6) Ibid, 1946 

(f) Ibid* 



Report R. 1348 , 1728 



(8) Ibid, 
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partial wltneBseB on the aide of the RoyallstB^ (I) All tovor 
of the cabinet were meribera of the National Reforn party* (J?) 

The representatlvea an! nobles had been ehoeen, February 
3,1892 after a moat exciting canvaee. When they took their 
seat 8 In May of the same year there were three parties of 
nearly equal strength, the Reform, National Reform, and 
Liberals • (3 ) 

The Reform party, often referred to an tha mlflslonary 
party, controlled, at the opening of the session, 18 out of 
the 5?. menjbers (4) Ita ob;ject was » cloaer conmerclal rela- 
tlons with the United States, the construction of an ocean 
cable ,and the devalopnent of agricultural Interests based 
upon the minimum taxation for the aupport or the' govornmPntl(5 
ItB leaders were L*A# Thurston, H#P# Baldwin, and W#0# Enlth# 

Mr* Thurston has already been noted In connection with 
the •Blaine treaty* • Mr* Baldwin was a native of tha iBlands 
residing on Maul, where he owned two plantations, lie was a 
wealthy man and according to his 07m account represented 
plantations which had an output of ?3,0v)0 tons of sugar in 
IB93. (e) 

Very little Information Is given reggrdlng Ilr* Smith* 
llany Indirect reference, as well aB hio own teRtlmony, ledd 
one to conBlder hipi a capable bUBlnoes nan of honor and Integ 
rlty* 
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(I) Hoports, 1809 

{?.) Ibid. 1946 

(3) Ibid. 1946. 

(4) Ibid. 

(6) KeportB.' II3I 

(6) Ibid. 1878. 
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V.V» ABhford 2»ve expraflslon to their defllra In the rebellion 
on I89r>. (I) 

To im^.erflten'! thlR rehelllon and the events which fol- 
l07f Bomo XnorlecTp;e of the oompoeltlon and acta of the legls- 
lature of 1892 will he necesBary* 

The Hawaiian leglBlatiire was conpoaed of 6?? members who 
sat together as a body of the whole* There were foiir minis- 
ter b, ani r4 each of represent at Ives and nobles • The four 
mlnlBterR vrere choflen by the Queen and could be removed only 
by a legrlBlatlve vote of want of confidence* RepreBentatlves 
and noMe^ were ^ho«^en by the people* The latter required 

a property or income qualification. (2) The ministry at this 
time oonBlsted of STarniel ParXert minister of foreign affalra, 
Jud2:e IT*A. Wldemann, nlnlRter of finance; Mr. Spancer, mln^ 
iBter of Interior; and W*A. Whiting, attorney general. (3) 

The minister of foreign affairs had been prominently 
connected with Hawaiian politics throughout the Queen* s relcni 
and WPS again In her cabinet at the time of the revolution 

of inos. 

Ju.lge Wldemannwho had been a resident of HaT^all for 47 
yearB ^as a native of Kanover, Germany. During the time of 

a 

hlr< residence in Hawaii he had hnid nearly every office whlc^h 
the country could offer. He is one of the best and most in- 
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(?) Cor. a tit tit Ion of 133'". 
(J?) P<9r,oT+,s. T6r>0. 
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Prora the beginning of her reign the official «ctB of 
the Queen were iinBatl«factory» Party lines were more closely 
cla'a.m, while race hatred Increaaed^ According to Ilinieter 
Stevens conRiieratole douh't and fear prevailed among the 
better class of people an to the course of tho new qiieen#{I) 
On September 5, I80I Mininter Stevens wrote that the Hawaiian 
cabinet was about to renew its efforts for a revision of the 
reciprocity treaty^ This seemed to minister Stevens a riont 
opportune time for the United States to enter into a closer 
union and establish a more positive policy regarding the 
iRlanAs* He amuaerated the great benefits which would ariso 
from a nei treaty to • oth the United States and Hawaii* He 
argued that there could be no possible objection to negotia- 
ting a full free trade tBeaty with that coun+ry. (2) 

In spite of the arguments of Minister Stevens and the 
effort* of the annexation party, it Koon became evident that 
no suitable treaty could be nogotlAted. This caused annexat— 
tion ag-ain to become the dominant wish of the reform party* 
Such ft desire coupled with the opposition to the reactionary 
policy of the Queen led to the formation of secret leagues. 
The object of these leagues was to establish a republic looK-- 
Ing toward annexation to the United States* (3) The less 
responsible el-^ment of the conmunlty led by R.v:* Fllcox, and 
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(I)Feb# JJJ?. I89X«P«rortB, 834 

(/J) Report R. Ilea 
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A8 han heen Rtatecl beforei th« iie-:7 Boverolgn rran oven 
more oppoBed to the conet Itiit ion of 1837 than her brother. 
When the death of her brother placed her upon .the throne she 
proioptly refused to taXe the required oath to aupport the 
const ltutlon# (I) Ac her feeling npon thla 8nb;Ject was so 
well knoTm, and her desire to re-estai^llah the royal preroe- 
atlve had already foimd expression in the revolntion of 1880, 
It wa.^' not deer^ed imllKely that, had the course of e^^ents 
been different, she would have promulgated a new conptltixtlon 
upon her accession, ps did Kanehaneha V in 18^4. 

It is claimed by the supporters of the Queen that min- 
ister Stevens had been hostile to the new ruler from the very 
first, (n) In support of their claims they cite the remarts 
^ made by hlra upon her accession as of a dictatorial nature and 



I 



not In Icoepinc with his position. {^) The words of Mr. Steven 
If taV.en literally can hardly b^ construed as unfriendly to 
the v^ueen. Possibly , however, the Queen's supporters way bo 
correct and the real intention of ilr. Stevens nay be found 
only by admitting a more liberal Interpretation of his pe- 
m^rKs* The best evidence which can be given to support such 
a conclusion is :ir. Stevens* own words In his communication 
to :cr. Blaine, April 4* laoi; •it may be proper for me to 
say that I have it from the best sources, that my reiiarks 
on he?: f»ccesslon have done good.» (4) 
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(I) l?6ar AlTilral Pro^n to tl^e "ecrotary of tho Navy. HeportB, 
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otatonf^nt of Lillo^iKalani, Poport.s, ICC4. 

Mr# StevBHR to :!r» Plair.e. PoportR. ITf:!. 
(?) renata Pf^portR. B'^P^^ll'^O^lQr.S, lonn, 7r.T. 
(??) :!lniflteT? Stevonfi* Peinar'KB* Peportn. II02. 
(4) PeportR. Iion^* 
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Whether the goremment at VTaBhlngton agreed Trlth, ahd 
encouraged MlnlBter CtevenB In thene vlewe or not doeB not 
appear from the printed doonnente* It 'fould seen, hoTreveri 
from the eventa which folio?' and from Mr# Stevena* corraa- 
pondence, that he waa at least not aiflcouraged> He coTtlnTT3d 
to write In the aaiie tone, and proceeded at once to act upon 
hlH o^m Buggeetlon of • strong prBBBiiie and continual vigi- 
lance*. 

In the Haiiie yeaPt 1890, another factor T^aB Introdnr^od 
whi^h tonrio:l to incrftare the 111-f^ellng, alPv^ady bo proinln- 
ent. ThlR was the pa«^Haga of the IIcKlnley Fill which ronoved 
the duty, on ra:^ sugar ir.] orted Into the United States an^. 
practically annulled the reciprocity treaty of IPvr. (I) Or. 
Kay, ?J0, 1000 Illnlnter Stevona haf. protested agalrst the 
provlBlons of this hill an i-ost rlangerou.s ard deBtructlve 
to the future Indi^Rtry anrl prosperity of the IbIpuAs, and to 
closer corii'iercial 3'elatlons wl+h the Triited S^a+.es» (r) vi? 
protest '.van riadci in vain, as Is proved hy the action of Con- 
rreHfl. 

In TSfvO King KalaXaua inaA<^* a vlsl+ to the ITnl+cd rt^^tf^g 
and died here in January I89I. (?) PrlncesB MllouV.alanl 
no'7 succeeded to the throne. 
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(I) Senate Reports. ll?3. 

(3) Ibid. II24, 78(» 

(3) Senate Reportn, 834. II49. 1666. 
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The falliire of thlB treaty, together :Tlth the remiltB 
of the election of IR90, enphaBlj^ed the fact that the grilf 
bet '/re en. the reform party an.X the opposition Bupportinp; the 
King: was prowlnr '/^Ider^ The Honolulu pap-rfi Rho"^ that the 
conteet vraB Influenced largely ^y Amc^rlcan IntereBta and 
BynpathleB on one Bide, Trlth oppoeltlon to r.'^clproclty or 
clof^'=^r coi^^.orclal rolatlorfl on t}'»'^ othr?r# (I) 

iir. rt evens r^aB forcibly Ivpr^^Bp^d with the conrBe of 
eventB ari '♦'he .-^rnr^r tbrH5ate>:ir,'3 Ari^rlcan InterefitR in the 
Ifllan^B. (?) On liar* TO* iriro, lir. FlPine received a ^ con* 
fldentlal* fron hln in r^^dxh ha nrg'^:l tho- necBBBity of t-^l^ins 
•declBlve ntepB** t^^ rplr.taln Ainerl'^an ir:fluence, an '.7ell aa 
the abandonnont of ^rhat h?5 called our " drifinp; policy* • He 
concli?.d^d hlB letter by Rf^yir^ J The noar fntiire iP to «'io?' 
concluBlvely that, only thvO rtron,^ preaBure and conntant vig- 
ilance of the TTnit^d rtatea cfh nnf^ble American nen en^. /jn- 
erlcan IdeaB to holl PHcend^ncy ho?^e pn:![ naKe thero InlendB 
aB proBpo:?onB and valuable to Anorlcan iiarlne aiipreiircy in 
the Northern Pacific an tlio ifU^^B of thr^ Ilodlterranr.an have 

been and are to ItR adjacent natiora • ••••♦. It is Cf^r- 

tain that tir.e and eventB ^m not rait for tib and thPt a 
drift inp and -^aitlni! policy Ib no:" t^Rt hprrardouB** (3) 
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(I) Quotatlonfl fron eererpl newspaperB are clv«n in Serato 

ReportB* IIII -Tina, 
(S) Ur. Steverifl to Kr* Elaine* Reportw. Iirs. 
(3) Ibid. 
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becone quite rronlnant In governnantsl affairs* (I) 

^en the treaty ?raB preBanted to the Hawaiian govern- 
nent it croptert a sr^at dlBtiirbance* In Boine way Ita terns 
hPd been Bade loiown to the public and at once » not only the 
Coy(=irn}nent| but the people as a whole became thoroughly arous- 
ed. (?) 

.^upt ^hen the treaty wan Bent to Hawaii 1b not statedi 
but In J'r. rtevens* first letter to the Undted States govem- 
I'ont he rrentlonei the difficulty which It was causing. (3) 

After the treaty h^d been amended and all felt that the 
'Ar\z '^'^^ intend*n?" to Rlgn It, the Influence of C.T* Ashford 
Tf^n exerted In mmh a 'fay that the conditions were reversed 
^nd the negotiation^ were a fallio^e. In November t 1080 Ilr. 
Ar?hford made a visit to hlB home In Canada. Of course Ainar- 
lean lnfluf^nc3 '^aa dlstasteftii to ranada, bb It Interfarred 
Tlth hpr power In the Pacific. This was especially true re- 
far line her Australian trade. Purlnp- Ht. Ashford^s visit 
he -vpB Known to have b^en In close conference with the Domin- 
lor. ca"oin=^t. Also he wa^ entertained by the President of tho 
Canadian Pacific railroad. When :^. Ashford returned to Hono- 
Inlu In Karch 1890 he reAised to support his colleagues and 
the •Fir. Ine Treaty*. The treaty Tras never agreed to by the 
Klrg. Tn this way Canada 1b aald to have defeated •Blalno*s 
treaty of I889». (4) 
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(I) Honolulu Cownorclal Advertiser. June 7, i890.Pepoyt 8,1131 
iT.)}iT» Stevene to Mr. Blalno. Oct. V.iono R^portn, IIOO 

(3) Oct. '7. I8«f). 

(4) PlBhop. fv. Revlevf of RevieTre. Vol. VII. 
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the United States; to make peCTaanent the cession of a naval 
ntalloni ahd to give the United States the right to land 
military forces In lTp:7all '/rYionever It '^as cleemad necesBary 
for the preserve? t Ion of order* This last clause Is usually 
spoken of as the » bayonet clayise* and ^vas far from accept- 
able to Hawaii* It Ik believed to have been the suggestion 
of I'x. Elaine, and not only^+he suggestion but the demand, 
r.R i:r. Carter, '^hen ho transiiltted the draft to his govern- 
ment, stated that he objected to th^^ •military clause** (I) 

The Hawaiian cabinet was In fa^or of the treaty and 
trlod to force the Xing to slf^n It, not however, until It had 
^ ;:P ^ been ainended and the objectionable features removed* (P) At 

thlF tlno the leading nenbern of the Hawaiian cabinet wera 
L.A. Thurston and C»'^7. Anhford^ Kr* Thurston was a native 
of thn Islands, and the grandson of missionaries who went to 
TIawall froin Connecticut about 1830 ♦ Ho was a nan of much 
ability an:i exercised a great Influence In governmental ar— 
fa Irs • Pron Its fArst organl?:atlon he h^d been the most pr-on- 
Inent and the strongest nan in the reform party* His Amer- 
ican sympathies were decldt^d and he later became the leaAear 
of the revolution of 1893 • (3) 

Mr* C#t;\ Ashford was a Canadian who had been In the 
Islands but a short time* During this short residence ho had 
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(1) BlBhop. S. Rovleyr of RovlewB, Vol. VII. 

(2) Cabinet StatementB* Honolulu Dally Pacific Advertiser* 
Report 8, IIOI^ 

(3) Illnlster StevenB* Hepopte, II30 
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at ray cOiimanA (I) To iiy nln^H thlfi 1« a point of oonfllderablo 
Import anoa as It thro^ra nuoh light upon Secretary Blaine • a 
attitude toward the iBlancls and partially explains hoTr far 
Mlnlflter f^tevens* later policl? ^as ooimtenanced and encoiir- 
^.f:^d or it nay be | even Buggeated at Washington • 

The Buocess of the refom party in I8R7 led it to drop 
for p tine ItB desire for annexation, and to attempt to form 
fi ne- treaty with the iJndted States which would heep for It 
the power already gained. As the treaty of 1887 had never 
been satififactory to secretary Blaine this was a favorable 
opportunity on both sides to negotlfcte a new treaty. Nego- 
tiations with this in view were carried on through reoretary 
^lalne and H#A. P. Carter, then Hawaiian nlnlBter to the 
United States. The treaty was drafted in IR89 and is gener- 
ally known as *Plalne*H Treaty", although Mr« Blaine's name 
Is not connected with it officially. The main terns of the 
treaty provided that it Bhould be pemanent, and Rhould allow 
abBolute free trade between the two countries in all articles 
except intoxicants. The United States was to promise Hawaii 
all the privileges of the United States in 4ts comnerolal 
relations. Hawaii, in return for this, nust pledge herself 
to enter into no new treaty relations without the consent of 
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(I) Mr* Stevens • Lett or t Oot* 7» ISB*? 

Statement of the Cabinet of the King* Paolfic Connerclal 
Advert leer I Reports* I 10 I 

Bishop* 6. Revlerr of Pevlews vol* VII* Haroh* 1893 
Senate Reports* 833. 
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In all probability he was thoroughly familiar with the prln- 
clplefl of International law and the diplomat lo uaageB and 
cuBtomb that controlled repreBentatlvftB of thf^ United States 
when residing abroad* In addition to this we see that lir» 
Stevens was selected for his Hawaiian position by a Seore^ 
taryi who long before this had made known his views and 
desires regarding Hawaii* That Hinlster Stevens shared the 
wishes of President Harrison and Secretary Blaine we can read- 
lly see from his correspondence anvl v^e are by no means sur- 
prised when we find him at once taking an active interest in 
I'awallan relations to the United States* 

In his first cornnunicatlon to our govomment he showed 
that he had thoroughly mastered the intricacies of Hawaiian 
politicks and was deeply interested in the future industrial 

v 

and commercial value of the iBl?.nds* He claimed to be muoh 
impressed by the strong American feeling in Ha'rvaii, especi- 
ally among men of propBrty* He conslclored that reciprocity 
was doing much to bind thn iRlrndB to tho United States* He 
also realized th'->t thr^ English and Trench roproRontatiVv^s 
TT^re hostile to any new treaty with the United State8*(l)_ 
As it may bt^ quentloned Trhat Miniflter Stevens means 
>Y referring to a*new treaty" at this time, I shall explain 
the statement as well an possible with the meagre information 
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(I) Mr. Stovon« to Mr. Blaine. Oct, 7,1889 
Report 8 # I I 00 
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largely ofnatlve Hawallana and a con«ldarable number of 
TfhlteB and half-whltea, led chiefly by Individuals of the 
latter two claBses^ 

This party 1b hostile to the Queen and to her chief 
eonfldantSi especially opposed to the coning to the throne 
of the half-English heir- apparent now being educated In 
England, and neans to gain Its ob;)eot either by forcing the 
Queen to select her cabinet from Itw own members or else to 
overthrow the itionarchy and establish a Republic, with the 
ultimate view of annexation to the United States of the 
whole Islands. A portion of this party mean only the former 
and the other portion Intenl the latter. Falling to accomplish 
the former^ the most of the party would seek the latter alter 
native. I have little doubt the revolutionary attempt would 
have been made ere this but for the presence here of the 
United States ship of war. I still Incline to the opinion 
that the revolutionary attempt will not be made so long as 
there Is a United States force In th harbor of Honolulu. 
But It TTonld be rash to assume or assert this positively. 
Therefore I deem It loy official duty to ask for Instructions 
In view of possible contingencies. 

I May add that the ann'=>xatlon sentiment is Increasing 
quite as itnich ainong the white residents and native Hawaiian* 
and other worXingmen who own no sugar stock as with the 
sugar planters. » 
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(I) Report ». Iiei. 

(Z) Heportii IIC!^* Hareh* 8. I89S* As this Ib one of the most 

Iraportant letter In all MlnlPtep Stevens* eorreepondenoe 

I have eopled the letter In full* 

* In view of possible oontlngenolas In these Islands I ask 
for the Instructions of the Department of State on the fol- 

lowing^ ▼!»• 

If the Government here should t>e surprised and over- 

tiarned by an orderly and peaceful revolutionary nioveaenti 
largely of native HawallanSi and a Provisional or Republican 
Oovernment organised and proclaimed^ would the United States 
minister end naval oonraandar here be Justified In responding 
affirmatively to the call of the mjl^bars of the removed gov- 
ernment to restore them to power or replace them In i>ossess- 
Ion of the (Government buildings f Or should the United Stj*te« 
minister and naval commander confine themselves exclusively 
to the preservation of American property, the protection of 
American cltl5?ens,and the prevention of anarchy ? Should a 
revolutionary attempt of the character Indicated be made, 
there eve strong reasons to presume that It would begin by thi 
selrure of the police station, with Its arms and ammimltlon, 
and this accompllshedt the royal palace and the Government 
buildings containing the cabinet officers and archives would 
very soon be captured, the latter buildings being situated 
about one-third of a mile from the police station^ 

In such contlng'^ncies would It be Justifiable to use 
the United States forces here to restore the Government 
buildings to the poBseRSion of the displaced officials ? 
Ordinarily in liXe circumstances the rule seems to be to 
limit the landing ani movement of the United States forces in 
foreign waters and dominion exclusively to the protection 
of the United s^tates legation and of the lives and property 
of American citizens* Put an the relations of the United 
States to Hawaii are exceptional, and in former years the 
united rtates officials here tooK somewhat exceptional action 
in circuiastances of disorder, I desire to Know how far the 
present minister and naval commander here may deviate from 
established rules and precedents in the contingencies Indlca* 
ted on the first part of this dlspatche 

I have Infomation which I deem reliable, that there Is 
an organized revolutionary party in the islands, composed 
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ware not to taXe the iBlands* (I) 

One month later t ivLsX at the rery tin» ^en the seeret 
leaguea already mentioned were froned and Inoreaalng In 
nmnberB very rapidly, he addreeeed a nost remarXahle letter 
to the Secretairy of State^ In thla he oalled attention to 
the poBslhlllty of the Hawaiian government being »overtumed 
by an orderly and peaceful revolutionary raovement,» and a 
provisional goreninarit b#ilng establlfthed. He asked fop In- 
struct Ions regarding the uae of the troops if such an attetnpt 
should be made^ A oowplete reading of this letter proves 
that Minister Stevens had carefully considered ^ust stich a 
revolution, for he even added thaty • should a revolutionary 
attempt of the character Indicated be made there are strong 
reasons to suppose that It would begin by the selsure of the 
police station with Its arms and imnunltlon, and this accon* 



pllshed the royal palace and the government buildings 
would very soon be captiired** (2) 



Another part of ^;he futiire reality Is also partially 
disclosed m the same letter* Mr^ Stevens followed the re- 
cital of the plan for taking the government of the ^een and 
establishing his Imaginary provisional government by a state- 
ment that In such cases It had been customary to limit the 
use of foreign troops to protecting life and proper+y only, 
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(I) Report 8* »*w^.# 

(J3) Tbld, 
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but 9 beofttuie of the peoullar relations of the United States 
to Hawaii, he irotild ll>ce to Know how far the nlnieter and 
naral corinander night deviate trom eBtabllBhed International 
rules and precedents In the contingency imagined* After 
dlBcloslng thlB imich he concluded his letter hy stating that 
he Ynevr a revolutionary party did exist with the intentions 
mentionede (I) Part of the meribers desired a republic and 
part annexation, but both hoped for the overthrow of the 
Queen* (2) 

This letter was wrl'^ten fully two months before the 
Ashford-Wilcox rebellion, and almost a year before the final 
revolution* Can anyone thirii;; that Mr* Stevens w?s ignorant 
of the plans for revolution ? 

The reform xwvement of this year which foimd its final 
expression in the Wilcox rebellion, was a failure. The bette 
class of the annexation party were unwilling to favor so 
radical a move and the whole management was left in the hands 
of Wilcox and Ashford* Both of these men were arrested by 
the government f^nd it was the intention that they should be 
pimished for treason* (3) Ashford was resciied by the British 
minister, TodehouBe, who inslBted upon the government allow- 
ing him to be tried in one of the co^urts of law Instead of 
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before the military tribunal an had been Intended* (I) Wil- 
cox etood In no great danger while the reform party wae will- 
Ing to make every effbrt for his release leaf, hla conviction 
should expoee those who had apslsted hlm(2) 

Wlloox atatee that at this time during hl« Iraprleonmenl 
Minister Stevens made a speech In his favor at 'some Grand 
Array affair' show Ing that they did not arrest people for such 
things In Anerlca# (8) This was considered to be an express- 
Ion of Minister Stevens* feelings on the snb;Jeot| and a de- 
claration of his Intention to upheld noves unfavorable to 
the Queen and looking toward annexation* I find confirmation 
of this statement In other testimony, but have not access to 
the speech Itself and can not vouch for the accuracy of his 
Interpretation* (4) Nor have I been able to decide whether 
this Is the satie speech which was made on Decoration Day 
when Klnlster Stevens expressed his ant 1-rnonarch leal tenden- 
cies by condemning all nonarohles In general, and reflecting 
sererely upon the Hawaiian monarchy* (5) It seems to rae 
Tulte probable that the speeches referred to are one and the 
same, although Hlnlster Stevens appears to have made an ex- 
pose of his sentiments whenever an opportimlty was afforded 
him* (C) 
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These ramarXe of HlnlBter SteirenB* regarding the wonaxoYty 
were dlecuseed In the Hawaiian legislature and a resolution 
was introduced requiring Mr* Steyena to inp^ e an explanation 
to the goremment* (I) The resolution was entered on the 
records hut was expunged by vote, Jxme 6,1892 hocftuse of the 
relations which existed between Hawaii and the United gtatas#( 

This attempt to carry out a revolution and to establish 
a republidwas not the only result of the refom-llberal oom- 
hlnation* The cabinet mentioned above an a national reform 
cabinet was voted out by the sana factions, August, 30,I89r;»(3 
After al>out two weeXs a new cabinet was named composed of 
Macfarlane, ParKer, Oullcy:, and Neumann* As this cabinet 
was no more satisfactory than the one which it displaced It 
waB promptly rtiaposed of by the sane combination* (4) 

A third time the Q^een selected* This time she chose 
Comwell^ Crelghton, OulloK, and Nawahit (c) 



A\^ 1?/ N^ These men were even more distasteful than the others and 



.^ 



^ 1 

^ K 



were voted out upon the eame day# Three hours ended their 
term of service* (6) 

Several days were now consumed in forming the Brown 
ministry, composed of conservative men, members of the reform 
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(I) All teatlnony given AgresB upon thle point 
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party, byiA highly re8i>aoted and trusted by the entire ooxnntin^^ 
tiy* Such a selection was entirely satlsf-^otoiry to the 
reform party , but was In no sense of the w©rd a cabinet farop* 
ed by a roajorlty of the legislature* (I) 

A1^ once new conpllcatlons arose over confining the new 
cabinet to one party • The National Reformers appeared will- 
ing to drop th^ Batter, but the Progressive Liberals felt 
that as they had been supporters of the Reformers in their 
early troubles, they should also be sharers in their final 
triunph* Therefore thny now deserted the reform party and 
returned to the palace party to rote for the veiy iieaBures 
which they had opposed earlier in the session* (2) 
^<^ This changeableness in political affairs is a striKlng 
Illustration of the weakness of the native character, and is 
largely responsible for the difficulties which arose in 
Hawaiian politics* 

It is impossible to give here the details of the eight 
months legislature. Nor can one explain fiilly the various 
factors which combined to produce this long and bitter fight 
over the selection of cai Inet members. It must suffice at 
this time to state that there had been several most important 
bills before the leg islaturSf Prominent anong these are the 
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(I) lottery Bill* Keporto* "^ei 
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lottery and oploiun bills, (I) the dlntlllory bill, the ragl8-> 
tratlon aot,(2) ,and a proposition for oonvenlng a oonstitu^* 
tlonal convention. (3) Each one of these played Its own 
IndlYlrtiial part and formed one imts linX In the chain of 
events which was loading to the revol\itlon# 

The lottery and opium bills were not naterlally differ- 
ent frcn the same class of bills In our own eoimtry. fhe dis- 
cussions regarding them brought the coi^mon expressions of 
public morality versus governmental revenuot All kinds of 
statements are made both by annexationists and royalists, 
each trying to prove his own party ^justified In Its acts* 
Betmre It would be possible to decide just what relation 
these bills bore to the revolution It would be neeessary to 
answer many difficult questions* One Is only ;justlfled In 
saying , that, however the annexationists as a whole nay 
have been divided regarding support or opposition, the refbrm 

« 

party did not favor these bills, and the reform ministers Who 
were in office when they were passed were unwilling to see 
them become laws and were therefore removed to give place to 
a ministry which -^ould support them.(4) 

TJie bill for convening a constitutional convention was 
not Introduced for the first time into this session of the 
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(I) Report B, 1836 

(3) Il5ia. 

(4) Ibid II'^O 
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leglBlatiire* It imd "been before the neBBlon of 1890 and had 
heen voted dOTm by ^laendnientfl to lower the property qtiallfloa 
tlon for electorn of Nobles* (I) Now again it was yotod down 
although a change was most ardently desired by both the 
Liberals anl the Queen* Ilarxy petitions had been sent to the 
legislature ^as well as to the soverelcni pleading for this 
convention* (2) The design of these petitions was to regain 
for the Queen some of the prerogatives which she had lost by 
the constitution of 1807, and to grant the natives much of 
the political power then held by the whites* (3) 

VThile these legislative acts ware being discussed and 
the reform party was clinging to its resolve to select a 

cabinet , llinlHter Stevens was still cherishing the hope of 

> 
success for annexation* Ke was continually urging his home 

government to recognise the value of the Islands rnd make 

them a part of the United States* On October I9,J892| it was 

his opinion that the Queen and her faction would have to yield, 

otherwise the overthrow of the monarchy could not be long 

delayed(4) On November 20, 1802, almost two months beofre 

the last steps toward annexation, and soon after the triumph 

of the reform party in selecting a cabinet, he T^nte a lor-u 

letter to the Secretary of State in which annexation was 

urged on moral, political and economic grounds. Hr. Stevens 
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r 



desired to express ■ the opinion with emphasis that the 
golden hour Is neap at hand • ^ while the monarchy was » only 
an inpedlraent to good governnenti an obRtntetlon to the pros- 
perity and progress of the Island" • (I) 

\ 

IT ' In this way ended the year I80JB. 
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( I )Con«t Itiit ion of 1887 • 

(2) MlnlBter Sterene* Reports, 620 

(3) Capt, Wlltse to Secy, of Nftvy.Tbld, 2107. 
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At the beginning of the new yeart 1803^ all partleB seerK 
ed to he fairly well pleaned except the natives^ The die- 
eat lef act ion on their part was not looKed ixpon aa of nuch 
Iriportanoe. !?ho native vote alone was not Buffioient to caueo 
removal of the cabinet , and the prorogation of the legie- 
Iptiire yrae dally expect ed» After the prorogation of the 
legislature it would he iinconRtltntlonal to make any change 
in the mlnlntry until the next aesBlon of the legialature^C I) 

The feeling of ineocurlty and imeaBlneBB, so prevalent 
diirlng the entire eesslon of the legislature now paefled a?ray* 
The opinion 7?aB quite general that no further trouble need 
be looTced for until the next biennial Beaeion^ 

iUnlPter ZtevenB and Captain Wiltse of the BoBton, desir- 
ed to vlRlt Ililo. The former olaimB to have been fully aatie- 
fied that nn further idea of revolution waa entertained by 
the Qixeen, and that even if her desires were unchanged she 
could not i;088ibly receive the necesBary support to carry 
out her deRlgnB* She would therefore be obliged to remain 
content ^ntll the next BeRBlon* (2) 

Captain \?llt8e, if we may accept his own testimony and 
that of llinlBter Stevensi concurred in this opinion* (S) 
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(2) Young; Real H«w«ii 

(P.) Ibid. 

(9) Limit «n«nt LalrA wayn that WlldaJp oaiao with the purser* 
Report a, 974. 

Lleiitentant Young eaya the purser eawe alone. Report a •S?.6, 
Real Ha'/raii, IPf). 

Hlnlater Stovena aaya he hoarx'l tho ne^ra Tfincmi he» oane into 
Honolulu harbor # Peportn. OJ^t 

Lalrd'8 avidence bootib to m^ the bast. Ho Ai?. not have 
the confluence of llinlntor TtovonB ev.X Capt» Wlltpa «b 
Yoimg Al:t ,pnd ?raB not likely to h^-yo any motive for 
advllng iiTt 7ll(tor»« navie unlt^BR hc^ :wr^ thera. 
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Lieutenant Young differs BoneTrhat^ for he bryb that prior to 
the Balling of the Boston he was famlllPT with the vlevm of 
tooth these men. Captain Wlltse agreed with him that the 
Wllcox-Jones cabinet could not lastf Tmt Minister Stevens was 
positive that It could not be removedi and was honewt In 
his opinion^ (1) 

However this way be^ assxunonc the seeming surrender 
of tha Queen to be genuine, and the apparent quiet to be real, 
the United States cruiser Boston left Honolulu with Minister 
Stevens on board and Captain Wlltse In coranand p on January 
4 1 1803 # The objeidt of this voyage was two-fold. First, to 
afford the men of the Bostonan opportunity for target prac- 
tl»e. Second, to allow Minister Stevens to visit Hllo before 
his return to the United States • (2) 

On January IS, when the Bopton on her retirm trip had 
reached Lahalna about elj^chty five miles from Honolulu, one 
of the Inter-lsland steamers came In • itr* Wilder, a neriber 
of the Inter-National Sternshlp Co#, and later a most promin- 
ent wor>:er In establishing the Provisional tTovemment , came 
with the purser to the Boston and brought the information that 
the Wilcox cabinet had been voted olit, a new cabinet appoint- 
ed, the lottery and oplun bills passed* O) 

News was also brought that the legislature was to be 
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(I) Lalrd'8 t,.^«tlnony« R«port«t374. 
{?.) Ibid* 

(3) Yoiins* Keal ITawaii. p. 160 ; Laird. Report B,3'i^4 

(4) Etcvans, Roporto, CPSjCano ntatmiv-int II04 
L(>ird. Reports. fJ'y4, 
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prorogued tha next day* Captain Wlltse and Klnlster StaTonfl 
were notified at once, but no change was made In their plarji, 
as It had already been determined to return to Honolulu tha 
next Any. (I) 

Acoordlng to the tefltloDny of the officer a, no haste 



was shown on this return voyagei for we are told that they 
•went over very leisurely , half steam power •• Besides soioe 
tliae was spent In looking for a pat dog which had fallen 
overboard* (2) 

The Boston reached harbor before noon on the foiirteenth. 
Ilassengcrs were not wanting to oonflm the reports already 
circulated* Both Minister Stevens and Lieut* Young landed 
at once* Lieut* Young attended the prorogation ceremonies as 
he had been detailed for that purpose by Capt. Wlltse In 
response to an Invitation sent from tha minister of foreign 
affairs* (3) Minister Stevens did n t attend the ceremonlasi 
becaussi as he says,,* he had no Invitation, the minister of 
foreign affairs knowing he was absent when he sent out tl» 
other Invitations* (4) 

A question might arise here as to how and why Capt* 
Wlltue received and oomplled with a request which Minister 
Stevens cotild not receive because of his absence* Ur* Stev- 
ens* statement becomes even more open to criticism when we 
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(I) ReportB* II23* 
{?.) Ibid. ^07, 44;J 



(fl) rbld. 
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Know that he later offered an apology for his abeenoe* (I) 
Surely t If according to hie flrat statement, he was not at 
liberty to attend without an invitation^ there ttouI:! be n6 
occaBlon for an ai>ology iinlesa he had received an invitation 
and had not accepted the aame* 

MiniBter Stevens • feeling of security regarding politi- 
cal affairs Januarj^ 4, Tras not confined to hliasalf alone* 
Several members of the losiBlature who had already too long 
nacrificad buBlneKs intoroBts to leglBlatlve dolayn noj ag 



that the crisis was over an:i they night with saf ^t return to 
their hones* This they did, ^n^ ^hnn the rafom party of 
which thay -were meinberB was weakened until it ^^an no longer 
the controlling faction* The departure of the FoBton, added 
to this loss of BupporterB by the refoirm l)arty, revived the 
hopesof the orroBitlon aurflciantly to lead them to renew 
their earlier efforts to rf^iiove the cabinet and paas the 
lottery and oi'liun hills* 

On Januari' 4, the very sday the Post on left harbor, Mr* 
BiiBh introduced a r-^Bolutlon of want of confidence, hoping 
to dispose of the Rofom cabinet* (I) :-iB effort was a fail- 
ure, but hlB foilo?^^rB 77era not discoiiraged. On January 10 
they via^e another attenrt. (H) This time th-^^ lottery bill 
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(I) RaportB. :io*f, 442 
(?>) Ibid. I?56 

(4) n>id« 

(6) thi(X^ 

(0) Ibid j?oa 

(•y) Ibid, icoo, I6;i8. 
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was Introctnced an^l pa8«ed by a vote of twonty three to 
t':7onty# (T) The naiie vote wan then cast for removal of the 
cabinets Of coiirfle It TraB -wll Known that the Wlloox oablnet 
would never allow the lottery bill to become a law» (P) 
AccorAlne to the l?Bt declalon of the Supreme Cotirt twenty- 
five vot.'^a vrere n'^ref^npry to remove a cabinet, and therefore 

a second tine their plan failed* (S) The Queen and her fac- 

« 
tlon decided that in sone way t.7o more votee imiat bo aecnrod 

an.i the oa^ Inet rei'^o^^ed* Jnet w\at meaFiirefl they nay have 

enrloyed if? hard to der^ide. Undoubtedly bribery of Bome sort 

played an inportpnt part(4) ThiB tine they were BuccesBful. 

C»0* Porger, a Geimani and W#Tu Camwell, an American, wefe 

persuaded to desert their earlier principleB and Bide with 

the oppoBi+lon* (5) In thiB ^ny the c^binot was renoved and 

on January 13 a ne-? on-^ toov itR plaoe» (6) 

TliiB c?^blrot 7»aH conposed of C»P# Colburn, minister of 

lntorior;r*r* CornT^eii, niniHter of finance; S* Parker, nin- 

iRtt^.r of foreign ^ff^lrB; and C*?. ?et*=irnon, attemey f:eneral 

(T) :ir. r^rvr^r h^d lone been a favorite of the CJueen, and 

ha.l tTic3 prevloTTHly b'^en Belc=^cted by her an a cabinet member. 

}rin v/orst faults, boph to h^ve been a general lack of stability 

and poor financial nanacement. In short he waa neither a 

Btron,^ nor a reRponBlM'^ character. Comwell was a wreoX 
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(1) Report B, 160 I 

(2) Ibid, I'J'06, 201. 

(3) Ibid, 1742, I7I5, 
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both morally and financially and waa atrongly oppoaed by all 
of the beRt wen* Colbuim wa« a man of sorae property but waa 
not regarded as an honeat nan In his bualneaa relatione* Po 
Peteraon was an able lawyer and a nan of narXed aMllty* Had 
he uaed hla talenta to good adrantftge there oould have becm 
no fault with hlin# Aa It waa p the oourae he had choaen to 
poraue had led to loaa of character and naturally lose of 
Influence had followed* (I) 

Three of this nupiber were rejected nenbers of fomer 
cablnetBi all were j.embera of the National Refom party, and 
none could comnanA the reapect of the bualneaa connunlty* (2) 

The Queen* a aelectlon at thla tine waa not haatlly made; 
Indeed the neiriberB had been moat carefully choBen aone time 
prior to their public announcement and were thoroughly fait^ll-^ 
lar with the Intnetlona of the Queen# (S) Aa aoon aa the 

new cabinet ttflb eatabllahed the lottery and opium bllla were 

« 

signed and «nnoimeod( 4 ) ThlB was the last aot of the legls- 
latuye» Now the sooner prorogation tooK place the bettor. 
The Queen did not Intend to leave tine for any action antago* 
nlstlo to her successes* 

Already reports were current about Honolulu that the 
final act waa at 111 reaerved to take place on the fourteenth, 
when the Queen would comDlete her trilunT^h bw tha 'nmeiimjitinn 
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of a new oonatltutlon* An thin had long been desired both 
by the Queen and tha natlveB, and aa there wae now a new 
cabinet to euBtpln them, It seemed as if nothing were wanting 
for the fulfillment of thlR last wlsh# Accordingly on Hatur- 
day, tTfttiiiary 14, Ininedlately after the ceremony of prorogation 
the Qtieen returned to the palace • Here she summoned her 
ministers to sign the new const Itutlon* After their signa- 
tures were added she Intended to return to the throne room 
and proclaim the old constitution abroCated, and the new one 
the law of thn land* (I) 

According to a previous arrangement the •ilul Kalalalna*, 
a native political organisation marched from the government 
building led by Its president who bore the new const ltutlon#( 
This organisation was to meet the Queen and her AAnlsters In 
the throne rooii(8) There seems to have been no Idea of 
failure so far as the arrangements were concerned. 

Btat this plan did not work out as the Queen had antlcl- 
pated* The mlnlPters hid all been Informed of the contents 
of the constitution and a portion of them hall had abimdant 
time to consider any provisions which might have been dis- 
approved (4) This they do not appear to have dtone* But on 
Saturday morning when the idea of the Queen was well known and 
they felt sure that she really Intended to promulgate her 
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(1) RoportB. P.22, 443,1672, ned, 

(2) Ibid. 

(3) Itoid. ?23,I768. 

(4) Ibid. 627. 
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oonBtltutlon thay haBtaned to Mp# Hart weal, a lawyar of 



Honolulu^ and asxad hla advlea regarding oppoeltlon* (I) 
Mr# Hartwell, Mr. Thurston and llr# Colbnm oonaulted for 
soma tlma as to the baat Tray of daallng with tha Qwaani and 
both Mr# Thurston and Hr Hart-^all advisad tha oaMnat to Xaap 
thalr positions and rafusa to sign tha constitution. (2) If 
thay did this they Trara pronlsad that the bufllnesB cownimlty 
would stand by tham and thay might faal Rura that Minister 
Stevens would do tha same. (3) Kr. Hartwall sent to both 
Minister Stevens and Captain Wlltsa to seoura their assistance 
In opposing tha Quean and aiding the cabinet. (4) 

We have no record of the messages sent to Minister 

« 

Stevens or of their contents* Ke tells us that Mr. Hartwell 
asxed hln to go with the British Hlnlstart Wodehouse, and 
see If they could not persuade tha Queen to give up her In- 
tention of promulgating the new constitution. (6) He also 
says that he had conferences with several others at this tine 
but hlP testimony does not give yery much light upon the re* 
quest which was made . 

Commmlcatlon between Mr. Hartwell arid Captain Tlltse 
Tras carried on through H.E. Cooper who want personally to 
Captain Wlltse on board the Foston, and stated the conditions 
In Honolulu and asxed hlra If he would protect American life 
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(I) Mr* Cooper • 8 t«»tlraony, Report a. 1770 • 

• I had gone , at Mr. Hartwell's request , to see the 
Captain of the Poatoni Capt# WlltBe^ anout half paet 
II»and I Informed hln of the altuatloni and he jjomedlate 
ly sent for Coiniaander Swinhum, who, in turn, eent for 
the officer of the deok, and all neeessary prellnlnary 
prepartlons were inade. «#••««•• *• And Capt# Wlltse said 
that he wasthere for the purpose of protecting life and 
property of Ajnerlcan cltlsens, and If called upon he 
would do It .♦•» 

(P) }{r. Snlth'8 testlraony. Ibld^ 1767 

(3) Ibid* 
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and property If trouble Bhoiild arlBa# (I) Of oonrae Captain 
Wlltee Bftid that he would, and thu« arose the atory that 
Captain Wilt Be had promlBed his help before lUnlster Stevens 
had even been consult ed# 

After these first steps the events of Saturday become 
very hard to trace and are so confused that It 1r almost 
Impossible to distinguish just the order In which they occurs 
After iJr# Cooper had received Captain Wlltse reply he went 
?flth 1Cp# Smith and Mr* Neumann to tha office of the forneu* 
There they all •discussed the question of under what clrcunK 
stances the troops of the ••••♦••♦^Boston would be justified 
In landing* • (2) Mr. Heumara^s views alone are given. Possi- 
bly because he after?r^rd went over to the side of the tueen 
and It would be natural for him to have taxen the position 
which he did. Ke thought that the troops could not be landed 
unless the minister of foreign aff?>lrs so requested, I.e. the 
Queen* 8 government* (3) Whether the other concurred In such 
an opinion or not, we ar^ not told.Later events seem to 
prove that the aiestlon was a serious one and that at this 
time the opinions expressed could not have justified their 
later moves. We will also reraertber that Minister Stevens had 
been considering this question for a long time and had already 
aslced his government If It vrould be necessary to follow es- 
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(1) Har. 0. 1892. 

(2) TeBtlmony of Snlth, Cooper, and Castle* ReportB. 1766 
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tahllflhed preoedent In thlii oana# (I) 

So fftr then as written recorde go, It coiil:l be olalnod 
that Captain Wiltee had pronlBed aid before the Conmittee 
was even organized or any demand had been iiPde upon Miniflter 
St evens ♦ Put considering that Hinleter Stevens was called 
upon at the sane tine that Captain Wiltse was Interviewed^ 
and recalling his earlier letters, it would seem there imist 
have been at least a confidential tmderstanling that he would 
give his aid when the orportune tine cane* 
ft The cabinet accepted the *dvice of ilr# Hartwoll and Itr ♦ 

Thurston, When the Queen called upon then to sign the new 
constitution they refused,(n) The Queen then became very 
angry. She accused then of deceiving her and finally declared 
that she yrould promulgate the consttltution without their 
signatures if they were not ready to give then# The ministers 
then asked a few minutes for deliberation and at once hasten- 
ed to tho Government Building where another conference was 
held with a number of Inadinr citizens* Thurston, Uacfarlane 
Wimdenberg, Smith and several others -wre present. (3) }Cr# 
Colbum did nost of the talXing for the cabinet, while Mr# 
]:r# Thurston expressed the views of his frienls* Ke urged 
the cabinet to continue their efforts against tho const itu- 
tion, but not to resign as in this T^ay ne*^ an.l noro difficult 
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(1) Testimony of Smith. Cooper, and Castle, Reports. 1766. 

(2) Stevens. lbItt.5C;8 
Ibid. 

(4)lbid. 627 

(r>) Reports, 613. 

(B) Ct .-?'.-• onr5. 023 
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complleatlons might arifie^ Arwln they were anBured of th« 
Bupport of the entire comrannlty^ (I) 

It iR rather hard to tr^ce^^HlnlBter Stevens* actions d 
durlnc thlB period* After leaving the BoBton he w^nt at 
once to the legation. There ho was vlBlted hy aeveral friends 
Ainong theae was Hr. Bishop, and either Mr. Hart well himself 
or his neBsenger.(2) Other nan^s are not mentioned but Mr. 
Stevens says he had many vlnltors and remained at the lega- 
tion moBt of the remainder of the day. (3) 

Judge Kartwell'B request to him to visit the queen In 
company wlt^ Mr* Tolehoufle was conplled with , but they were 
too late to see the Queen as she ha:! alrealy gone to the 
palace* (4) This 1b the only infoinatlon given by Kr. Stevens. 
OtherB say that he questioned the cabinet regarding the 
rassage of the lottery Mil, and when he was told that It had 
become r law he was very angry and declared that Its passage 
was an InRUlt to the United States. (6) 

The other foreign officials followed the Queen to the 
pftlace aft the entire diplomatic corps had been incited to be 
preBent. Mr. Stevens had received no Invitation ani- therefore 
returned to the legation. (6) Later In the ^.;^y he was In- 
vited with the other foreign repreBen tat Ives to meet the 
mlnlsterB of the Qtxeen for a general confer^ince. I!e conplled 
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(1) Minister Stevens. Roportn. 638 

(2) Report a # 596* 6 IS •698. 

Charles L» Carter etatea that on Jan# 14 at the citizens 
raeetlng he aeXed the cabinet what aaaiuranoe that the 
military forcea of the Xlnglom would not maXe an attack 
lir. Colhurn replied* that aa a cabinet ralnlater he ought 

* * 

not to he afiV.ed to maXe answer to rnich -meat Ions In 
puhllCt but that he could give aaaurances that a aatls- 

fpctory^ aettlenent waa even then being made* • A 

* 
requeat to Itr* Ktevena to land hla ft>rce« had been pra- 

ppred and waa In Hartwell^a handa to be delivered** 

ilr» MeCandleaa atatea- Report a^ 618 ; 

» Put there waa at that tlnei aa we afterward pacertain- 

ed- did not ynow It then- a proclariatlon drawn up by 

the nlnlBtera, and It was even algned - I thlnx drawn 

up and In their poaaeaalon reaiy to be proolalned at 

any tine - declaring the ^ueen depoaed and reorganising 

the govemmeMi* . 
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with thlH requeflt although nothing of any Importance tooX 
riftce anA he soon returned to tha legation^ (I) 

'when It became Known about Honolulu that the Queen In- 
tended to prorailgate a ne'7 const Itutlon great excitement 
prevailed* Fuoh an act was conBldered revolutionary! but 
of couTBe no loore bo than the act of Kanehaneha v in I864| or 

* 

that of the reform party in 1387^ 

The meetings which tooX part In the early part of the 
ay •"'ere all private* Now pulllc expreoelon agalnflt the 
action of the cjueen wae given In an Informal meeting held at 



tha office of ^.00 Sialth* Thlft meeting waa called about tT 
o^clocx .Saturday afternoon and waa regarded aa a responae to 
the call tff the mlnlaters for help agalnat the revolutionary 
^ofllrea of the Queei;# (P.) -^Already comnunl cations had been 
carried onibetween Captain ^lltaei Hlnlater SteveuBi and the 
l-^adopB of the rafonn party^ All had pronlaed to support 
the cabtnat agp.lnst the Queen. Whether the documents had 
already been drawn up for reorganljjlng the government and 
landing thrt troops Is uncertain* here 1b about as much 
evidence on one Bide as the other. The most that It Is safe 
to state as certaliity Is that communl nation had been estab- 
lished between the varloufl parties, who afteirward became so 



prominent t and satisfactory answers had been received* 
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(I) Report R . raj?, ISO'''. 

(4) Djld. I7C7 
(6) Ibid. 453. 
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The cabinet nenberB who Trere : resent at thlfl f iPBt meeting 
were aBked to present the Rltiiatlon as it appeared to theta 
and to auggeet the aBslBtance that they desired* (I) Several 
speeches wer'^ nade hy tho ralnlsters anl hy cltls^ens an:^. then 
a docnnent was presented for the signature of those who TOuld 
pledge their support to the oahlnet, (S) Nearly all who 
were present gla Uy gftv > this ple:lEe# (3) A general lls- 
cupslon was opened and the Queen's action was p:^eBented In 
all Its phases • Mr* Neumann thought she had not yet coimltt ad 
a revolutionary ect and the expressions of the nr^etlng were 
rather too strong. (4) Others conaldared that an actual 
revolution ha^-l been brought about by the Queen and did not 
hesitate to say so* Mr* Neumann was not pleased with thin 
turn of affairs and left the office. (5) 

It was decldei by this meeting to appoint a cormlttee 
of public safety to assist, the nlnlstern in their realBtanca 
and to consider the best means of dealing with the conditions. 
The members of this committee were ; L.A. Thurston, a native 
bom subject and the real loader of the revolution; W.R. 
Castle, a native subject, the son of American missionaries; 
C. Polte, bdrn In Geiriany but a naturalised cltljjen of the 
Islands; W.C* Wilder, an American, naturalised citizen of 
Hawaii; W.O* Smith, a native subject, though of foreign 
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(1) Reports, I770 

(2) Ibid. 

(3) Ibid, 



(4) Ibid* 
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parentage; J#A» MoC«ndlftB«, an American citizen who had been 
naturalized; E.T. GladCi a Gennen auh^eot; A.S* Vllcox of 
American parentage; Kenry 77atarhctiae, a naturalized citizen; 



I J T.F. 



Lanelngi an Aiaerlcan citizen; K.E# Coopert an American 



citizen; Andrew BroTrni a Scotchman who had never "been natur- 
alized; P^W* HcCheeney, an A. erlcen citizen* (I) Two of 
thlR nu]*er,I{r# wilder and Hr* Cllade were not preaent and 
mesBongers were Bent to g-ln their consent to accept mich 
a posit Ion* {?.) 

As soon aB poBBlhle the office wae aleared ani the neTf 
coj!inlttoe held Itn flrnt foirm^l nnetlng* The main aubjoot 
dlBcuBBed waB the matter of protection in ca«e armed realetano 
Bhould he made by the Queen* (n) The committee stated that 
there ynn a large amed force at the Btatlon houBe and bar- 
recks* Also nearly all the airaiiable arma '▼ere at the coraiand 
of the Queen* Tho Coi^lttee had abRolutely no military force 
at Itfl dlBposal, and as it was eveident that such would be 
essential to BucceBs it was natural that this should be the 
first topic dlscuBsed* (4) '^ 

This conference glvea us proof that the citizens felt 
that it 7/ould bo liipoBsible for them to defend themselves 
and l^new that th^ iiust have tho asPistanfMii of the Bonton* 
A coiimittoe was appointed conalBtlnc of Thurston, Wilder, 
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(1) Testlnony of Cooper and Smith. Peports. 1770 

(2) rbld. 
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and Crlade to visit Minister Stovenc abd aaoortaln what hla 
attitude would be, an' If the troopn could he depended upon 
to • proteot life and property* •( I) Other comraltteee were 
appointed to eee what arms, annunltlon, and nen could he 
eecured anl the noetlng adjourned until the next momlnj^ when 



the varloufl coimaltteea were to nake reporta* (?) 

At the oloae of this day^ *ho first In the revolutloni 
there Is nothing to show that the people as a whole^ or the 
cabinet of the Queen t had any Intention of carrying out 
resistance until It should Include a reorganlaed governnent • 
On the contrary all the acts and speeches of the first nass 
meeting seem to prove that the general Idea was resistance 
to the one revolutionary act of the Queen. If she would give 
up her new constitution the gove nnont shmUd remain as In 
the past# With the leaders of the reform party It was far 
different* They felt that the tlrje had come to form a new 
government, and while they did not so state In the meeting 
It seems very clear that even before the orcftnlsatlon of the 
conmlttee the leading minds had been at worX laying the 
foundation for their later irioves. 

The s\tb-coriinlttees appointed by the general connlttee 
were not so long a^ had b,^en exi^octed In preparing to report 
For this reason a meeting was called Informally at the hone 
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(1) TeBtliaony of Kr^ Smith* R0portBtI77l 

(2) Ibld# » liTm ThxiTBton Rtated that the oornralttea had waited 

upon the American nlnlBter, and that he had Bald that 
^^^he United States troops on board the BoBton would toe 
ready to land any moment to prevent the deat ruction of 
American life an:^ property, and In regard to the matter 
of eBtatollBhlng a Provisional Government they of courne 
would re'?ognlze the existing government whatever It 

mle^it be ••Mr# Stevens had told him whatever 

government was establlshedt and was actually In possesslo 
of the Government Bull ding, the executive Aepartments and 
archives^ and In po««^^«ion of th city, that was a 
de f^^cto government proclaiming Itself as a government 
would neo08Barll7 have to "be rev^ognlzed. * 

(3) Ibid. 

(4) Ibid, 
(r>) Ibid. 
(6) Ibid. 
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Of V^. Thiirston on Saturday evening* (I) Tne^ connlttee 
ai pointed to wait upon Hr* Etevanfl Traa preaent and reported 
Itfl converflatlon ^^Ith hin# (2) The whole nltti^tion had heen 
laid before hln and dlBoiiesed. He had anBTrered that he Tfould 
recognize the no?r governnont when It had po^BeRfllon of the 
government hulldlngB^ archives and station hoiine* (fl) A 
report wae auhmltted by tho coianlttoe on prms and nen# Thlo 
waB far fron encouraging (4) 

4 

The iioBt iMiortant event of thlfl ntietlnr; wan the deelB- 
Ion to change the character of the revolution. Thua far the 
plan had heen^ apparently at leant > that the cabinet and the 

C " 

J cltlzenB Bhould unite in a demand for good government • Noir 
^ it waB decided to wait ui:on the nlnlaters of the Queeni dlB- 
oloRe the project for annexation, and If poPBlbla pecure 
their aBBlBtance In dethronlrr the Queen and proclaiming a 

J 

^ provlBional governnent* (O) If the aBHlatance of the Hawaiian 



^ 






government could be pocurod In thlR ray through the mini f^t era, 
"7ho 7Ter<^ no longer In hi«n**ony :^ith the Q:uoen, then the Trbole 
action won Id bo placed li: ?n altogether different light when 
tho time came to ^uBtlfy the Mrp^port of HlnlBter Stevens and 
the landing of ti;o troop8#(C) 

Thile tho planB of the corunlttee were dovoloplng bo 
rapidly the gove niient of tr ^ o^ieen wan trying to become 
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(I) Mr. Smith. Reports. I77I 

{2) Ibid. 1769,1763. 
(3) Ibid. 1647 
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rnconcllcl rrlthln ItBolf* Aftor h^ura of perpuaelon on the 
part of the iilrlnterB tho Qiiean h-A finally pronlRed to 
(lolay th»=^ proimilgation of hox conRtltutlon until a nor© fa 'Or- 
acle orportimity* (I) She ann^imced thlr reaolutlon fron the 
balcony Ir. front of tho palaoe anl PdviRad the nativeB to go 
hone quietly and lalt. (P) There are various interpret at iona 
of the '7ords nr.eA hy the Queen in na}: ing thia anno\tr. cements 
ThoBe 77ho '/^ould anpport the action tahen by the ProviBional 
Govarir^ent olaln that the cjr.een waB really the revolutionary 
party and tiiat a correct interpretation of her *Tord8 iriply 
thnt Bhe only rieart to delay tho ne^ conntitution a few daya^ 
The friendB of the c^neen «ay that the rorde interpreted oor- 
rectly TTould mee.n a practical 7rithdra?ral of her intent i'.m# 
C.^. Judd haR given ttb the wordB used by the Queen aa » na 
Xela man la • # lie tranfllatefl theae ^orda as » a fe:? days, 
monthB ,or years aR the eane nay be »• In Bhort,tha torn 
expresRed by the wordB ia Indefinite and equivalent to our 
Engllflh expression » one of these days* » (3) 

It is upon this point that the 'iRouRsion hinges as to 
the real nature of the %uoen*s act# Was it i ^fter her 
tenporary 7fithdra:7al on Saturday, and her circular on Ilonday 
naming this withdrawal permanent, still a revolutionary act, 
or was the motive plone revolutionary ? That the motive of 
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{I)Affi(taYit« of ^1,7^ CoIlMipn srvX A»?# PeterBon# 



on that Simctay woming «t 6«90o* clock 



}Ir# L#A# 'JTiurBton aev\f^ to tho hoiiBo of Vx^ Patornon anA 
8tate<t In tha pyoBonoe of }&?• PeterRon f»nd Mr* Coltoum tha 
hft wiBheA to have a talK with than* Ke aald that tha coa- 
nittea of aafety ha;l ha:!l a meatlng tho right hefore and 
hf^^. con^ to the concluBlon that thlnff« coiill not go on aa 
before ,an,1 tliat the oownlttoe he A cTacided that thP Qixann 
Bhonl^ h« dethroned and a PirorlBlonal governiaent aatahllah 
ad* I:e Bai:t that I!r# otevanB, the Anerioan mlnlRter ^ovM 
land hlB troopB an:l support the no^enant^ if a proolaxaa- 
tlon to that effect waa iaaned frota any hull ding In town* 
He then aaKed llr* Pot^rnon and Hr^ Coibum If thay would 
without conaulting their colleagiieB, bb he Raid they wera 
not to he tniatad, taKe control of the Bitnatlon and In 
their own nane« aak tho Anerlcan mlnl^^ter to aUBlat In 
carrying out thai} prograrma and stated that the documant 
already dra?m up hy hin, a copy of which la annoxedi 
could he changed to Buit thlB propoBltlon** Report B*I4fl9 
Report B* 1^13 • 
{2) Ihid^ 

(3) Il>id. 

(4) HeportB* I838# r#r# WilBon* 

(5) Ibid. 
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the Que«n Fa« r^^volutlonery there nan he no roaRonftble doubt ^ 
for It Ifi Known poBltlTely thpt nut^h p notlve ^115. exlBt even 
before her rccenBlon* On the other hani there are nany Tfho 
agree that after her wlthAr^^al of the propose A oon^tltntlon 
anc! her pronlae to abide by the old lawfl^ no revolution 
Cftn be ofta lined exoapt the one inangiTrated by the reform or 
annexation p?rty# Thla aeena to me to be the oorreat vlew# 

In or:'.er to carry out the plana adopted by the Connlttea 
on raturdiry evenlnpi ilT. Thurpton ^ent to th'^ honf: of I!r# 
ColbTirn earlj'' Sunday nornlrg to talK o^^or the ner Bcheme. (I) 
Together they went to Mr# Peteraon pnd then the three die- 
ciir-Bol the propoRltion* {?) Ilr. Thuraton ntf^^^od that the 
Cormlttee had com^^ *o the concftualon that the Queen nuat be 
dethroned and a Provlalonal co^ernnent eatabllBhed* Already 
rfrf Stevena h^d given aaaurance that he Fould mipport auch an 
undertakings (a) !!r» Thtiraton then proponed to llr. Colhum 
and Hr. Poterron that they tak^ control of the pffalr ^rlth- 
out conmtltlnr their collefruea, and In their orn naanea aak 
Minister Etevena to land the troo] a to asnlpt theri# (4) 

TaKlnp It for grarted that hla propoaltlon would be 
ficquleaced In I^r* Thuraton hpd already prepared a request 
to :!irlpter S^ovana which purported to cone fron the cabinet 
of the Queen ap repr^f'^^^^^tlven of her goveiTw^ent. (E) The 
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nlnlBterB decline.1. to give thi^lr slgiiatViTo or aBSlBt the plan 
In any Tray ani th3 natter was cliroppoA* (I) 

ThlR early liornlng effort on the part of llr# Thuraton 
seemR to bring out nort3 olearly than anything else the point 
which waB roflt tronhlesone to :ilnlRter rte^^enB and the Con- 
nittoa* illnlfiter StevenB had promlHod to aid tho Coiuiltteo. 
It not only Trant-^d tho anslBtanco , but raiiflt liavv^ It or tho 
Bchene '.7aa 8\xro to fail. The quoBtlon TraB - ho^ could lllniatep 
Stevens observe the principles of International law and still 
land American troops to asBlBt in overthrowing the llavrallan 
native £:overrnaent ? This queBtion comes up over and over 
again. It T'as first suggested by L'inlRter Stevens in his 
letter to Secretary Flalne on Kar# 8.1Q92 wl-.en he asXed how f 
far he might » deviate fron established International rules 
and precedents." Evidently tho solution of this very problem 
had been troublirg Ilinister Stevens nearly a year. 

The Bane qu-f^fition -as raised on Saturday morning ^ftor 
l^. Cooper's retVirn from the Boston. And in the Committee 
meeting on Saturday afternoon It was the most important toplo 
dlBcuBsed. V'e have no record of tho argument on Saturday 
evening, but 7?e Xno''^ from the results of the meeting that 
there seemed tr* the ro;ii-:ittoe but one *7ay to overcome the 
ceuBure which ruist fall upon i:iniRter Stevens if he afisisted 
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the roromittoe acaii.Bt the governriGnt of the Queen. The y 
muBt secure tho aBBlBtp.nco of at lornt r. part of the caMnot 
btA then hy dinning the native governrient tho remiapt vroiild 
he legallj^'d anvl Illnlflter Stevene could land the troope to 
aBBint the governrient of Ha^^all. 

Vlien the nlnlnterB rofuBod their aBBlstance the laet 
hope of legal Justification tlurough the help of the ralnlBtry 
•.7a8 gone* Sone other neana nrafit be nought or the project bo 
abandon od* 

The inlniHtry of the Queen was irnltel from thin tlc» on 
In her defence. In juetitte to the rion ^ho conpose! it It 
Bhould he etated that no evidence f^ppeara anywhere to prove 
that at any time th'^ nenbera of the cabinet had imlted In the 
move to overthrow the nonarchy. Their sola Idea In calling 
upon the Cormlttea was reBlatanoe to thv^ new cor.stltutlon* 
Tlien the .^iieen withdrew her attempt to proclaiin it and the 
Coruilttee at ill pernlBted in Its ;>lans, developing then to 
Include the overthrow of the ;iueen f.nd the establlfihuent of 
a ne-;? goverrinent, th.i ninlaters roturnod to support the Queen 
aglnst tho real revolutionists* It should also be added that 
the ministry was not alone In supporting the first opposition 
to the Queen and then later returning to her side when they 
felt that th-3 Coi?Tiai+tee had gone too far and lacKed proper 
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» And Judge Dole '^as no+ ^lllinp; to coTiHant at that tine 
Rtatln/r that he did rot fiilly favor the Idea of annex- 
ation at thlr ti?ne and aoved 1^ It ^roiild not he hetter 
to have p reren* here and Kalulanl declared the .^ieen# 
Flit aftnr dirciiPBlon he ronaented to taVe the natter 
nnd 37 fur^hor cc^nald^^' atlon an'' let iia vno:T hlr decision 
th^. nox^* "^ry at JP^ o'^^locVj the connlttoe endeavoring 
to r^rnnpd:^ hlT'i. Fe re<?ocnlr:ed that the loploal events 
erA jnpnlf^nt i:^ntlny nr t.he lalpnl :faB annexation, hut 
ho dl:l not yno:^ Trhe+her It wafl th*-^ ^rlaeBt atep now# 
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cftufle* ?;onetline "before thlB I-tr. Nmnoarm hAd expreBsed his 
Bentlnents and from tine to tlma vaploiifl othepB had either 
Joined the :n«on»fl party or remained neutral hecauB© they 
felt tViiit they coi^ld not favor the methods employed* Even 
on IIoT.iay evening we find that Judge Dole was not willing to 
Biiyport BO rp.lloal a nove althoufrh he admitted that annex- 

m 

at Ion '^ftB Inevita'ble* (I) 

Sun^.ay hae al^aye heen a quiet day In Honolulu* On this 
particular Sunday there were no vlBlMe RlpuB of the revolu- 
tion that waa developing rrlthln Itp Unite* But In nplte of 
thl« 'External nulet and apparent calm the Committee of Safety 
waB >^uBlly prBllng Ita plans, while the cahlnot was oonBlder- 
Inc hoT heat It co^li. asalBt the (Jueen in defending her 
throne* 

Both parties held meetlngfi on Sunday morning* (2) The 
Conrilttr^e of Pflfety listened to reports on arms and amminltlon 
Investigation an.^ Inquiry had proved th^t the force to he 
depenled upon was snails Arms and ammunition were scarce* 
The cahlnet had refnsed its support, and other means must now 
he Bouf::ht for carrying out the plans* After a long discussion 
It was d^'^ldel to call a maaa meetlnr and present a report 
to the citizens. This r^iport would show the designs of the 
Q^ieon In ^helr true llfrht and emphaslre their ultimate re- 
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(I) Reports. 1774 
(f?) rbicl. 177;^ 

(n) Ibid. 1308, 1548, 1773 
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suits. In this way they felt thftt they could ascertain the 

real Tlnhon of .thr? r^<^Pie ftnrt de+errilne ho*^ far they could 
depend upon then to support the scheme for rovolutlon. If 
they foimd ^Y^c people replly enthuslartlc against the Queen 
ptvA li: ryi^nthy ^Ith their project they Intended to asx for 
a rl^dge Ti^c^i^'li^E their support until annexation should bo 
acconrll^hed» (I) 

At thlP tlr:'? two chanpes Trere r^adn in the personnel of 
the coiial+tee. !lr* Wilcox felt ♦hft he should resign his 
posltlrn and reti:rn to his hoi^^ on Kaual# In case of trouble 
he ooul I be of norn upo there than In Honolulu. i:r# II.J. 
Ernrnieluth, pn Anerlr^an cltlreui Tas chosen to take his place. 
:'x. Glade -^ho ^as consul-general for v'lermanyi thought It Tras 
not proper for hln to accept such a menbershlp and offered 
hi?^ roHlf^nation. It also was accepted and Hr# E. Suhr> a 
Oernan su>^ect, was selected for the vacancy. (2) 

The rteetlng of the cabinet discussed the situation and 
"onBTiltoA with several proninent business nen. Among then 
've fin"^ the nanen of P. A. Schaeffer, W.II. Gaffordi S.C. Allen, 
E.C. 'taefarlane, J.O. Carter and S.II. -^anon. (3) The last two 
nam^d •rere later the nen who were selected by the Provisional 
Govern^'ient to go to the ^leen and negotiate for the surrender 
of h^r for'^es. 
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(I) C.E. Wilson. Reports. 1838. 
(2)Smith. Ibid. 1773 
(S)Ibl4. 1840 

(4) Text, Reports. 1840 

(5) Ibid. 
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Maruhftll WllBon leolared hlnflelf fiilly prepare! to 
handle the connlttee and deelred to arrest tho whole nuriber* 
In thl8 way he could put a stop to the meetings. The cabinet 
opposed any such action on the groimd that Mr# Thurston had 
already notified than that the committee was sure of tho pro- 
tectlon of Minister rtovens# (I) 

That Wllson^s suggestion of arrest Is ;juHt what the 
committee most feared, is testified to by one of their own 
number, llr. Smith says that after the committee weotlnc on 
runiay when they had listened to the discouraging reports 
of arms and am nin it Ion there was considerable imeaslness as 
to the safety of the committee. Because of this feeling !Ir. 
Smith and ht. Thurston went to KlnlHter Stevens to son what 
he 77ould do if any violent measures should be used by the 
Queen. {?i) 

The cabinet concluded to send out a » by authority", 
signed by the Queen and coxmterslgned by them8leves.(3) 
This TTould declare to the public that the Queen had abandoned 
her Intention of forcln? a new constitution and that in the 
future she would abide by constitutional government. (4) 
It was also thought best to call a co\mter mass meeting at 
palace square. (6) 

On Sunday evening the cabinet called upon Xininter 
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(I) WllRon, RoportB, ia*5f) 
Stevana. Tbidl. 640 

i?.) Snlth. TbiA, Iff?, 

'At "nith Btat«« that «t the«e mooting ino«t RRagro nln- 
ijt08 -were Kept, ■ heoaiwo of the poBBlhlo AaniTftr of our 
being arroBtod anA of t}ioR.=» rooorda bolnn uBod affalnot 

(4) n)i,1» I77a 
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StovenB and toil him that the Queen wae prepared to laeet 
any attack and had Bufflolent force to defend herself. They 
then Inquired what poaltlon he Intanded to take In caBe of 
and armed Inaiirreot Ion apalnBt the government of the vjueen. 
HlB reply 1b reported qnlte differently by different persons. 
Put whatever the wording It was plainly evasive and was Inter 
preted by the oablnot as unfavorable to the Queen'B side* (I) 

Another session of the eoromlttee was held on Sun'^ay 
evening. BetTreen the morlng session and this one considerable 
worTc hf^d been done. As usual Kr. Thurston was chief actor. 
The posters calling a mass meeting were printed and posted, 
Minister Stevens was again consulted and by evening the plans 
were well developed. (P^) Reports ?rere given regarding th:^ 
action of the cabinet during the day and the various members 
of the committee wer'^ anelgned special iutl^s and responsibil- 
ities. (3) Before the meeting ftd:'0urned a message e^me 
from the cabinet asking to see a conmlttee of five trom the 
committee of safety. This request was compiled with on 
Monday : -ornlng when Messrs. ICcCandlesSi Bolte, Wilder, 
McChesney and WaterhouBs went to the cabinet. Nothing of 
BUY i:T^ortance was wantod ^nd the comralt.tee returned. (4) 

This cloHoa the f'Cconnt of the action taken by each side 
on Sunday. It Bhould be reiaembarod that during the day Mln- 
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iBter stamens had been conBulted toy both p^rtieB and was 
thoroughly informed regardlnn: th^ plann of both.. He had been 
found fully In Byinpathy with t^e CoranlttHe aB opposed to the 



cabinet. 



V 



The next neetln/r of the coimiittee waft hel-l at Hr. Thura- 
ton^B office at nine o'clor^K on i:onday. (I) PreparatlonB for 
rovoliitlon were now ewlftly carried forward. Arrangements 
wero made for the r.?B8 meeting to taXe place at two ©•clock. 
Mr# W#C. v'liier waB perenaded to pct an chairman and the 
speaXere were selected « !tr# Thnraton presented a poster 
prepared by hi: self npon his own responfllbllity. The sdociinent 
was exceedingly radical and denounced In strong tarniB the 
•fraud which had been practiced upon them*. J(r# Smith Says 
that the tone of the document was not favored by the meeting 
as It was judged to be »lnflftinnatory" anl It was decided not 
to allow It to Tne posted. (2) It was thlB meeting on Monday 

« 

which made the f IrBt formal r quest to lUnlRter Stevens to 
land the American troops. The request was drawn up, signed 
by the committee and given to Minister Stevens before the 
mass meeting In the afternoon. Biit it itas understood that it 
should not be acted upon until the oomr*lttee sent another 
notification. (S) 

While the meeting was In progress ilarshal Wilson went 
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to the committee hoping to effeot a reconciliation and stop 

the nfipp neetlng for the ?fternoon« re RtateA that the Queen 
hp^ recalled her Intention of a neTf constitution and had 
proinlBed to rule according to the old constitution. He alao 
proi^lf^nd to fltand reaponslhle for the Ailflllment of mich a 
plftdf^e^d) Pnt the corarilttt^e had alroady reached ItB final 
derlBion and waB not no:«r dlBpoBed to let the natter drop# 

So the pi9BB neetlnga ^ent on. One at the anionry oonpoe- 
ed of rltl^enB Bupportln^^ the coranlttoe of BPfety. The other 
ct the palace conpoRed largely of natives* The Invitation 
to attend the err.ory meeting was extended to all* those who 
were opposed to the late revolutionary methodB of the %ueen*. 
(P.) ThoBe who responded were largely from the property owners 
£f the connuhlty. All the touslneRB houBes of the city were 
closed and the meeting was well attended. (3) lir. 'Wilder 
preplded and after he had made a short address several others 
tooK part. Among these we find Hr.Glade, the German consul 
alreaiy mentloned| Alexander Yoimg who had been one of the 
BieftV^ers at the mass meeting of 1887, Kr. Bolte and Mr. 
?>nnenluth of the committee , and Mr. Baldwin, the owner of 
several larg^ snf^ar plantations. (4) 

Home of these speeches have been preserved and from a 
cpreful study of those at ny eoi^end I am unaT^le to find 
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any rordB rhlch reeessarlly Inirly dethron«9inen+ of th« Qwoon 
RTifl the efltaMlBhitient of a neTr government • (I) The fact. Is 
that the conmittee had been very oaref\il In chooBlng the 
wording of all ItB puhllc dociunentB and Bpeeches. There Is 
nothing In the call for the naBB meeting, In the report of 
the cortmlttee read there, in the Hpeeches, or in the resolu^ 
tionB adopted by the meeting which would support the state* 
ncnt that the ob;Jeot of this nasB meeting waB to dethrone 
tho v^^iieen* {2) On the other hand It 1b claimed by all of 
th'^se doctunents that It 1b the wish of th"^ ooimlttee to pre- 
vont the Queen from changinc the conptitiition , and maKe sure 
of good government ♦ (3) 

Biit such a concliiBion is based only upon a Btriotly 
literal interpretation of the wording of the documents. If 
we read the same documents carefully , understanding their 
settirg and their relation to both earlier and later events, 
^e can easily see that a real moaning is hidd*^n under our 
first literal interpretation* Dethronement was the object of 
the meeting, the desire of all the speakers, and the one 
thought which controlled the action of the corinittee. But 
thip could not be expressed* The committee must firtt find 
ort the temper of the people and must be cautious in express- 
ing 1*P own vieTTs, or treason might be charged and the whole 
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piovenent hecopio a fp.t litre ♦ 

Before the naflft meeting never^.l norl<^f» of th** renuoBt nrt 
mH\e to Hinlflter rteveriB wero prepared. Five or bIx hlanh 
flheetB of paper were Attached to e^ch copy an:T varlone neriborB 
of the cormlttee had taV.^n the corl^'^fl* It rraB tho Intention 
of the connlttee to circulate theae at the rn^ao rr^etlng for 
filcnaturea, for alnce the troopa C':uli not he lan^!od at the 

» 

reqneat of the (^reen'a g:oTerrr.ent It Traa hlrhly t^er-lrahle 
to have them landed at the reqiieat of t^-^e peopl.=^ a^ a ?rhole#(I 
Thcae petltlona wer'^ not circulated, prohaMy hocauBo the 
expreaalon of the people did not warrant It. And not only 
did the committee healtate to preaent the petitions, hut 
it alRO made pn effort to leiay the landing; of t]^e troops 
fi^n^ hold vpcX the order already given I!lnlBter f^tevenB* (H) 

The laat clauae of the renolutlone preBontod to the 
maafl meeting la alao valuable an It Bhc^a ^hat extre^ae care 
had been uaed by the committee In m^Vilnc: Itn preparations and 
aacertalnlrc the feelln?: of the people* ?hlR reada ap fol- 
lows; »and we do hereby further empower auch commit toe to 
further conalcler the Bltv<atlon an.1 further It^^^lBo Ruch ways 
ajid Tieans as nay be n'^ceasary to secure p-^.rr^prort maintenance 
of law pn^ order and the protection of life, llbt^rty, pjid 
property In TTawall** (.?) ?rom th.o nttantlpoir.t of the commit- 
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tee tiiifi +.00 hRf, ^ t'.ouMe rr^anlnr^* It nlrrht nepn not.hlns 
nore than to R.^ciire noo.1 gov^mnent fron th« Qn«en, or It 
nlc>^t cl^^^ ^'^"^^ comlttt^e urllnlte'5 poTfer ep to :?othronnnent 
or 111 f^.ct any other netho:^ -'^hlch It nicht Aeslre. Whether 
the mfirn nootlng an a rhole, or e^^pn a na^or part^ fiilly 
nnrl^^Htooi5- the Irmort of ^hl« clauBe rdrVt he nneBtloned# In 
reply It can only ho Rtatoct that T find recorr! of one nan 
only either noticing or queationlng the meanlnp: of the claimai 
^hlle everything points to the fpot th^t. thv^ le»1erB purposely 
Torc!e.l It p-B th;^ :Ud In orfier to Increaee or .l^creaec the 
ne^RiiroB the^^- Trere planning: aocordlnr to the Pupport riven 
hy the neetinr^ (T) Tf th^-? people ^i^er'"^ ready to f^li^e their 
mipport thl.': clruRe nit^ht nf^f^n everythlnj; which they had In 
rind* If they wer^ oppoeed and the coim^'lttee nhoi^ld he oallod 
^Tpon to explfln itp; motion the elaupe nlfr^t he Plnoat nernlrn- 
leRB# 
^ "^^ery dirferer.f in roz-jpoRlt Ion and ch«^r«*cter •^aR the no- 

collect * la-7 r.nd order* neetin^ heii at palace nnnara. ?ha 
niinher in attend*=*nce •7aH conpidf^rahly analleri th*-^ tcru^ of 
th:3 ry^-^Ptyf^Tr ronRervpt ivei caiitlovR pnd rioderate. The reao-* 
lutlon of the Queen th^r^t Bho '^r^nid no longer ReeK to chancre 
the cor Rtl tuition raa repA and accepted^ (2) 

Inrodlataly after the naPB meeting the comlftee held 



J • 



' t , :\ 



' 4 



' r- M>-, I ,f , 



|>-v 









. » 



J 



•■ ' -^ f •. ? 



* »• , . 



, ? 



t f 



. f 



:f-'r,s. 



\ ' 



' r' 



» ' 



I r 



f U 



ii^. 



• l 



1 • 



' T 



•. . ' 






' \ i 



I I 



r 



t 



■.,«■!■' ? . <" J ' < •* ■" -^ •^ . • 



■% + 



• I 



, ' . . 



• ■; r 



,'%-:- 



I 



• T' ■ 



' - • f I 



( ' 



f ' , '' -^ '•: I • ■ • 



' ^ 



-f • ,f I 



' . 



r , 



V ' •> 



, '• ■} ♦* 



I : 1 






nr- 

1 



t- 



-• .#^ » *•• 



: ^ - i< . '^ 



» ' » 



' * 



r ■-- 



< r , - ^^ .t • ■» % \r " .' t,« i ' 



>. 



r f i : 



M 



•' Tt 



, . i 



: f ' . •. T . ' ' I* ' •? . 7 ** 



. > 



1 -1 *1 ■ * 



'1 - X r 



I' 



I * 



* ■ ' .. ' . 



• t 



« • 1 



* ■,' 



82 



(I) Report 8. 1774 
iP) Ibid 

(3) Ibid . 

(4) rblv^, 697, Ht, Thurston* 

(5) Ibid, 1776. 



82 



another conference at which It was decided definitely to 
I'iiKe an attonpt to overthroTsr the Q:tieen and entahllBh a ne^ 
govermient^ (I) Piit the tln?^ waw Bhort, and anrminltlon and 
arma had not reen a^ eaally Beciired an the connlttee had 
hoped* Eone of the nenhera realising the ahortnapR df the 
time felt that there waa a preat Ipck of p^'^Pftratlon on their 
part and qu^at toned what nlfrht ho tho Influence of Ipndlnr 
troopa hefore their part of the prori^anne ^aa perfected. 
Theae au^^geRted that it would he wlaer to "^.elay InnrUng imtil 
the next day when the connlttoe would he hetter prepared to 
resist if « conflict should result* In accorl^nce with this 
idea a request was sent to Illniater Stevens to delay the 
landing of the troops • {2) 

Jlr* nt evens* reply to the cormittne was th^t the troops 
would he landed at five o* clock whether they were ready or 
not. (3) Prohahly it is *.his reply which gives a has in of 
tmth to ilr.Thurston's statenent « thet Stevens and ^lltne 
acting upon their o?rn responsihility and llscretion fml ir- 
respective of the request or ret ion of the cornittee» Ipntled 
the troops. (4) 

lllnister Stevens was strictly true to hlP • strong press- 
sure «nd continual vigilance* policy, for promptly at five 
o'clock the troops from the Poston -^er^* landed. (F) 
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The negotlatlonB for thle landing are one of the most 
fanclnatlng Btudlee In the whole resolution* We have already 
Been ho:^ hard It ^ae to reconcile the deslrea of the commit- 
tee and iilnlster Stevens with the prlnclplew of International 
law. The later pha^eB of the question are no Ibbr Interesting 
than the earlier. The formal request which was gi^^en to 
:Un Inter rt evens before the mass meeting on January 16, read 
RH folloTs: 

•Citizens* Coinnlttee of Safety to I^r. Stevens* 
Sir: T?7e, the underslcned citizens and residents of Honolulu^ 
resr^ectfully represent that, In view of recent ptibllc events 
In this Kingdom culminating In the revolutionary acto of 
ijueen Lllloukalanl on Saturday last, the public safety Is 
menaced, and lives and property are In peril, and we appnal 
to you and the United States forces at your command for as- 
sistance* 

• The Queen with the aid of armed force, and accompanied 
by threats of violence and bloodshed from those with whom 
she was acting, attempted to proclaim a new constitution; and, 
while prevented for the time from accomplishing her object, 
declared publicly that she -^ould only defer her action* 

•This conduct and pctlon was upon an occasion and imder 
circumstances which have created general alarm and terror. 
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Wa are unable to protect our«elve« without aid and therefore 
pray for the r^rotectlon of the United States forcefl ■• 

^ Signed by the Connlttee of Safety, (I) 

The flrat crltlclmn to be made upon thla document la 
baaed upon the words •citizens' coi^lttee^, for we have noted 
before that only one-half of the number were citizens of 
Honolulu. Second, with the utmost of liberality not more 
than half the members can be ir;o>:ed ut on as Aiaer loans • The 
rest were Hawaiian, English and German • Therefore the appeal 
to the American Minister was not from Americans andi more than 
from any other nationality* A third renarKable point is 
foimd In the last clruse* Here I'lif. Stevens Is not asked to 
secure the life and property of Americans which Is the cus- 
tomary request under such circumstances* No mention Is made 
of American life and property* After reiterating the action 
of the Queen and statlnc that life and property were In dan- 
ger the Committee states • we are unable to protect ourselves 
without aid and therefore pray for ^he protection of the 
United states forces". 

Minister Stevens passed on this request to Captain Wiltsa 
personally while the loasa meeting ?^as in session*(I) But 
the wordii.g of Minister Stevens • request was quite different 
and conformed to the usual reading* Captain Wiltse was ar.Ked 
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to lan.i the troopB to protect American ■llfo and property».(I) 
A conpPTlson of theRa rorriieRtB lep.lfl to flono Intorostlnc 
conclufilonfl, nncl 'f\irrlRho« a ppectpcle imhearA of In Anerlcan 
hlfltory. The Unlto.1 rt^toB pn4 I>Tall were at poace^ I!any 
citl'-ans ani renl:!entfl of Honolulu, among then Beveral Trho 
otill o?'ecl allat;lanv'5e to thn Tnlted Statee, Geniany an1 Knc- 
land, vrero not BPtlsfled rrlth the ^oT^f^rnnontal oondltlone 
of tl)^ Inlands. Theee docldOvd to entahllah a new governnent, 
lout kno77lng tliat they could not cflriy on a revolution alone 
t^'.oy appealed to the reRld?^nt minister of one foreign country 



for help. ThlB f^ppeal tfb Banctioned hy the nlnlfiter and 
pafifiod on to the naval cornander of the eBme country. In 
dolnc so the T'ordlnr of the appeal waB chnn^^eA to a Btat 
nent leBB In Veeplnc rlth the actual factB, hut rnore allowable 
In International la'^r. Onc^ who imderBtande these facts may 
TTOll ho BurprlBed both at the action of the committee and 
that of illnlater Ftevens. It rf^s the fovenrment of the 
Queen which was roBponnlhie to the United etatee government 
for the lives and property of Ai^^er leans, and any request for 
tholr protection Bhould have come from herself and her minis- 
terB '7hen they felt that they were no longer ahle to clve It 
thamiBolvi^fl* Mlnlater Ste^^ens and the committee Xnow this 
and trlnd to avoid the 11fflCTilt3% ^y then, under such 
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clrciunHtancaB fthonlA tha connittae have looV.eA to IClnlRtor 
Stever.n for ail ? Tho ariBTfrtr in not li^rX to fln:;» r-^rr^uB;^ 
rron hl» rirnt conn-ictlon Tith the Jla-^allan ijo^'ozT^^r^n*. , ::in- 
Inter rtnvrinn hal boon oppoB^ii to th« nonarcny r.nrl itn r^ll-r« 
Ke hat net.U^l In an un?rarrantecl vfay wltii loc?.l x-^Htlcn ant! 
ha5 fevorr?:! anl enconrpc^d In ovoi^y ponn ibla rpy tho olnnont 
In tho oovntry Trtilch oppohbA nonarchy anJ JlofOrvl. annoxpticn* 
l**^ hafi not ht**PitatBd to expreBa hln opinion njor. all oc'^^rn- 
lonn pnf, Tfan noro than once cenmiroA )>y orriclrlrt r-?:! l^^pilnc 
uon for mioh inAlPcrotion* Mor^ than thin }i:^ ]\^\ boon in 
rjonBtant corii^m^.lcatlon Trith the lea.lern of tlu^ ire^^olation nnl 
at the v^ry on't«r^t hPcl ci^^wi thern a v.)rV>al i-rorilno of --nin^ 
anoe, anc! anairrel then of nafrrty in their attoriit. 

Captain v;iif.BO and Ilininter rtf^^i'r.nn -^orV.^^d in r -?"'f -ct 
haraiony and Trero thoroufthly agreed ref^arlinc tlio r'-^NOliition* 
It *7onld not Vti neoeflBp.iry to prove that llirif^tei^ stcn^ann 
•?aB a vinltor to the Powtoni in f^ot '/ro coul.l ).f.r.U$ looV: 
for evi'fnnce to mirror^ Buch a olaln* The Btatv^non^ of hin 
BupporterB thpt he wan not on ti.H Khi*; aftc^?^ 1 ?p."inc it on 
the foiu*teonth 1b of no valno for tiion or for uh, ror thej:^ 
1h ^h^m^ant evrionce to prove tiiat ther^^ ^^n coi'.strr.t coin- 
;iinicatinn het'^'oen t^^^ npval ooiirianrlr^r, ^Itiilrt^: Ctnvenn, find 
the noin^itt-^e. That thr^ae thrne partif??^ y^3ro in 3i-:^P?thy 
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fron beglnnlnc to eni haK teen olo^rly proved, an? that Cap^ 
tain Tlltfie TraB on r>iioro ^l^'^ql^3ntly, an:\ i:r# Coop^'^T' waB Bent 
to the KoBton ^'^Ith r.rjijBa.^ep 1b aqnally '^(^11 c^nt^.Mi^hod* 
The lloutanantp on tho loston cl^liii th^.t if ^rafl aftor IIr# 
Cooper hal left the Khlp thrt it Fa« flecldo:^. Jro lar.d tho 
troops* (I) 

ThuB t}if>r'3 »eoin to "be t-^o pfirrllel Btorleni carefully, 
and I an Incllno.-i to thlnK rAich Iobb hantlly arranped than 
one nl.r.ht Buppcse. ?h.o flr^t 1b for of foot, for the e?r and 
critlolHiU of Va^ pnhllc* It rurB ^b folloTB. On I'.oniay the 
cOiUiitt.To called a i.ia^ s i^iOetin:: to .see what the people roally 
ieBired tlif):: to do. Thoy felt fAet tiie people h?d expr Bsed 
theT;r>eiyoB aB frilly dlBBatlafled Tflth the govormient of tho 
'"incen an:l es doslrouB of a change in covnrnr,ent» ''liat tho 
chpnge fl>;ould ho they did not Bpeolfy hut had fnll confidence 
in ti;.^ iudgnent of the coruiittee. In tho lant claiine of 
theii' Tv^nolution they expreBHt=»d their confidence by pjlving 
the corjiittoe llh-^^rty to ?ct an Ke-^nad hoflt. The cormlttee 
tfien l^clie:! to form a nc7f c^overnrient in or.'^ev to carry ofeti 
the foollnr of tyie people ♦ Put as it had he.f no tln-^ to fuv 
rpTiCe for the r.^foty of property and ff^jared flrr>fl ^nd other 
actr of lr'.7lof:Rnt:fiB during; the nlrv.t it ar.K=ii IClnlBt.^.r ot -jvens 
to ip.rA the Anerlcan troops to protect liven fnd property. 
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The other atory nado up froia dleconnoctod tt3Ptlnony, 
and A docunant here anfl there If. fir folloTB* Cpotain riltBo 
and :ilnlf5ter ote^^nB h?d Ion:' been in nynpptl^y yrlth the 
^.ctlon of the coiiunlttt^e and had a^reld to fianlnh It asnlst- 
ance for the overthrow oi? the native govorrjit^nt end thv? es- 
taMlBhwent of a provlBlonal ^jovnrnrMcnt . After the nena 
r*eetinc: th3 C0i!inlttee held a confer^^nc:^ an*^. f.-^lt tli-'^t It had 
not time to perfect Its plann, nor had 1^ had quite rn enthu»- 
laBtlc Bupport ftB had "been expect ed« It Bo^^iied bettor to 
delay the landing of the troops until they :7ore Ailly pre- 
pared to go on '^vith tJie revolution. Illnlr.ter rt^^vor.B Tan 
conrannlcated rith hut refUBed to coiii ly v'lth tlioir requoBt 
to ielay the landing. It Ib entirely natural to 'rond«^r if 
:ir# ctevene* refuBal vras due to ^ fe^^ilng that if tht^ con- 
nittee :7cre allo'vei to taKo one l:ac:;'.vprd Btep it nir:'nt decide 
to give up the y/hola atto;vipt# I find no help In anav^erlng 
rmrth < queBtlon. T\it it v/ould B.:jein t-ift t)\ir r ;cond requ<^Bt 
to IIlnlRter TtevenB to delay ^h^ laiidlr.';: of +7^'^ trnopB proven 
heyo.d a douht thft tho troopr, 77v;ro not i?: -Vvi to prot-^ct 
the city fron IncendiarlBr. hut to suit the ^onv.^nience of, (vp>3 • 

and af?BiM^ t?iH dt-JBi£;n8 of the provisional cov^xri-uient* y^ 

The details of the Imdinr of tlie l^at •billon do not 
need to he diacuBsed for th.^. pr^^Bont purpose. Thcro in one 
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(I) P.eiortr. CAP, 1806 
(?) Ibid. I3P3. 

(n) Ibid. 
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point, Vo^^ver, ^hlch Photil,^, hp. ii'^ntlonoc!, Thpt In t'he loca- 
tion o" th3 troopfl f^n^-'^.T lanc'.lnr:* 

Alrf^ar!y t-^o ro^por.P hare henn n^ntlonnc! for l^nrtlng the* 
troorfl an:! tv^o fori'^f^ of r^Tt^^t ^Tue-^. In different cpneR. If 
!?n un:^--^! Rtan^! the position occupied by thri troopn it T'lll 
help 1TP In Ic^oidinc Trhlrh fort'! vra.fl pentiine and T^hlch yftf^ 
r-eally corpllol r^lth, The hniidlnr: pelectal hy Ilr. rtavenn 
nni Captain Flltpe ap T.^or-t de^irf*>^le for the troopfl rao the 
opera honne* Thin '^onld no^ he peciired, hut Arlon Tall Irv 
loHa+ely \n the iear wan anhRtltnted for It (I) The p.ccor>- 
p^^.ylr.r :l.larrai; nho-.^R the location of the hall, the ;^ovrrr- 
nont hnllltniTR, the palace and atatlon howe* Only a fe?r 
arg^i]iertj^ •^lll 1^6 preaonted Thlch prohahly had moBt v^^lrht 
1': le^^lln^ the conilttee and It a all lea to aeloct thlB posi- 
tion. 

It in claimed hy the rjiieen'n party that thia hall yf\n 
nnlncted "^Ith a vle^*^ to protecting the covor'nrient hulldlncfl 
fron attacv hjr her forcea, and th»t it waa not a aulta^le 
location If the oh^ect v^aa th^ protection of American life 



r. 



nd proport3% (P) The nont valuahle purport for a-.^ch clalns 



1b I ^Irnt of all, the location of '^he hall :^hich Tro^ld ex- 
poae tht^ Ai-^.erlo^-r troopa to fire if the Oueer^a trcopr ahould 
attp'V fh^ provlPlonal forcea at the pove:-rnen^ "'nllTlnf^f (S) 
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(I) Adialral Sherrott, Haporta, 1346 

(3) Toil, I34C, e4n. 

(4) ~tir.fBn«, rX-r. ; Lalrl,r;04 
(e) ]:opo:':tf5. C3ii, 1000, ^174. 
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Seconl, tiiih '.vr:8 not tln^ p^rt of tro nlty occtipi^'^d "by Aneri* 
can rnfil.lonts, psA thora ttrh IIM.Ib Ainf^rlc^n property in tha 
nolfW o2'lioo:U (I) T:.1i\1, the rev\^j ro^ltlon r.c^ Vr^lH V»y the 
Aiiorlc^n troopn hp.l tonn occv.ploc'. l?y flio r;ip:'pnhootorn of 
the covt^rr/.ient in the infliu^roction of Ic^r^D pnu Hal proved 
tho nor.t rlonlrar.le location for .V^^ron.iiiv* tho fo^'orn::nnt 
bull'U7iC* {^) Poiirth, Bevoi-Pl iiilitary icen eH ?^.ai an a rniir;- 
her of cltiironn concni* in the opinion t^vt if thr^ troopn \7or© 
lo<^atf^1 to protoot A.iorinpn life ?n1 proporty thoir position 
T7ar? 1\^ ::iy ^Von,':jn , Y^nt if their "^-'^s^'gn ^rafl the nnrpor''' o' '^ho 
provinicral troops t: n pii»CH ^^8 '."'^ll '^hORr^n. (3) 

Th'=5 provinional £*ovorn:nont na 1^^ no attejnpt to d-^fanA 
itB coloc"nion axcop.t upon the £:ronnd that it waB a:^ n'^flr tho 
A:.;.irl^>r.n prope:'ty ae any other plane which conll !*.ave hoon 
fi^curo:?l* (4) Thifl lar^t 1r not Btrictly tnie^aB th^^ arnory 
Trn at tho disposal of thri pi^oviBlonal troopfl and hal alTfa^n 
too.^n T BOl T?hon troopn hpJ veei lanr^el Tnfo?^e» (B) ItB 
^oret fault thin tii o TthH tl.^at it v/aB too f^r from Trhat Tonld 
ho tho ,?cf^ne of f.ctlon p^.ri'^^ •^••ul^i rot allo^? t)in troop.^ to 
roj.r^in neutral airl -'^t the p^^mr tine virtually tp^ye a part* 

The uBe of tho ainory •^es BurjaBted oy one of the officer 
aB th»3 :no.*^jt dnpirahl*-^ plf ce aB the troopH could thus b'=j nor 
the "bare of their paipplleB* ICention Ib alno nad^^ of one 
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Report r, G30 
C tev one, Report B, 567;. I&46, 1845 
Text, reports, I84n 
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117 Ic!. 



1)^1:1, I'r74 
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other plr.oe ?7]iloh could have bean neciLred, nf^arer the oentpa 
or the to^vHi I'^.cro in the Anerlcpn quarter anA eanlly Attained 



(I) 



^.'orl neon ^pr^^'^ ahont town that the troopa wero lancllng 



and nuentions r.roae on every han:'. aa to why thin shonlrT be 
.lone. Protents ^ere at once )iade to Hinlater Stevnna, both 
by the nlnlRterp of the Queen, ancl the govorno::^ of the lnl.«nd# 
(r) Th« prot^^nt of the rinftptera ren\ieFted the authority for 
landinj: the troops pnl ptated th^t any T^rot»^<^tion 'rhlch r^as 
denlro.-l or needed woul.-i b^ fjlyan by the Qu^en^a covr^rnnnnt^Ca) 
riinlater Ste^ana an.swered the proteat the next '^y in a ver^' 
evaalve na.nner offering no explanation. (4) 

Th^ other protect, fro!i the zoy^rnor of Oahu, in ror^ed 
In a U.^nlflei , nelf-ponReBRCd Tay fallinr; entirely to 
suataln th^ ch^r^TB that the offlolalH •'7v3re pfralyrre:! ^n^ lid 
not icnoT ho'7 to act. (R) To Governor Cle^horn !!lnlrter 
StevenR aent another v»>nie, unaat. iFf^ctory r'^^ly. (f ) 

lUnlater Stevena* » atron^ pr'^aaure* policy un-^er -^hlch 
he lanlei the troopn of th*=» rORton whether the CorTriltteo ?ra3 
realy for thoin or not, h^Rtoned tho conpletlon of the plrne 
alreaiy nurreated. A ru^etlnr raa hell at Mr. ^aterhouae'a 
on I'on.''ry e^^enlnc. {^) All the nenbera wer^ preaent except 
l/Ieaara. Thuraton^ Caatle, anl Tiller, T^ho rrore lll^ J.*^. 
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(I) R<?portn, l'f'74: 

O) Ibid. I'^^K 
(4) rbii . 

(fi) idih, 

(7) Ibid. 
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Castle ?cterl an nnhntltnte for W#R» CaRtlO| and C.L. Carter 
for Hr# Thinrntor* T^eoirte thefio Cecil Prowrii Hr» Soperi lir^ 
Wunienberg and a few otherfl were preoent on ln'>'ltption# (I) 

No tine ^afl no**^ :yanted In dlRCURBlnf: th^ ooi'^ct In vIqtt* 
That 77aR Tell nnderntood and no effort --vaR iiad^ +o conceal 
lt# (J?) There wae hut one deaire and that Tae the overthrow 
of the government and the organisation of a ne-^ one looKlnc 
toward annexation* Arr^^ncei-ientn rere «t once nr?drj for the 
organlr^atlon of thla ne? f^overninent. (3) An executive conncll 
of five i!]e]!;herB, anl pv. ndvlBory council of thirteen ^^ere 
docld^^i upon. :iee8rB# Polte and Carter 'fore nelectnd to pre-' 
pare a Hat from which thene menhera iilfht be choaen. (4) 

Every nerribor of the coiorilttee denlred to naXe Jndre 
Dole chaliinan of the executive coi^ilttee :flth the iinderr^tand- 
Ing that after th:? orc^nization of the neTr ,^ovr?rn'ient ho 
Bhould hecone proBldent* (R) HIb naiie had heen dlr-curaed at 
a previous meeting and I{r# Bolte waa nov' appointed to consult 
:7lth him and re^^eive his reply* (^;) Judr^e Pole ?^rv3e4 to 
return yrith llr. Fo\te pnd talk over the altuatlon ^ith the 
corunltt^^Bi hut he raB un'.villln'^ to accept the position of'^er- 
el TTlth further conaL-^eratlon^C 7) » ^e rer^ornl'^^'^ ^-In^t the 
logical evrinta and manlfent deatlry of the lalmi vraa annex- 
ation, but >ie did not Xnor whether it Traa th« rrlBent atep 
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(1) Reports 1775 

(2) Ibid 

(S) Sopdrt Reports 460,- 1779 
(4) Ibid, 

(5) Reports 2221 • 
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now* (I) 

?lnanolal matterB ware entrusted to a oommlttee oon- 
slBtlng of MoCanllesa, MoChesney^ and J*B«. Castle* It was to 
be their duty to odlleot the llBta of arms and aEnmmltlon and 
buy or otherwlne procure the 8ame# (2) 

The perfeotlon of a military orrTanlsatlon was the hard^- 
e«t tasXt Already enough haa been eatd upon thla mibjeot to 
laake It perfectly clear that there waa practically no mil* 
Itary Torce at the command of the coEnnlttee* Prom the foiuv 
teenth to the seventeenth sub-^commltteea had been XooKlne 
up araa » men and ammunition. and what few were seeured were 
mainly from the old Honolulu Rifles* Colonel Soper was offer- 
ed the ooranand of souh troops as they oould colleotO) This 
offer he declined (4) The natter was pressed, and finally 



when he was assuredi either personally or by reports brought 
directly fron Minister Stevens, that he need have no fear as 
the troops were going to protect the conialttee in Its 
iQOveiaent,, he aoeepted the po8ltlon*(6) 

One witness is found who snys that the eorarnlttee felt 
80 secure In the success Of Its undertaking that It even 
taixed of sending the Claudlne to San Tranolseo with dis- 
patches and coranilssloners to the United States without wait- 
ing for the rdsultfl t>f the revolution. This was not favored 
hy a majority of the meioberR and It was decided to wait un** 
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(1) Smith, RoportB 1775 

(2) Ibid. 1776 

(3) Ibid. 

(4) Ibid 751. 
(6) Ibid. 460, 
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til the new governraent was a reality^ (I) 

The meeting adjourned late Monday evening^ every memiber 
of the ooinmlttee having poBitlve aeBupanoe that the Ruppopt 
of the American Miniater waa hia, and that aa aoon ae the 
government building waa in their posseaaion they would toe 
recognised as a de f^cto government # 

On Tuesday morning the ooxamlttee met for final reports. (2 
The names of those who had oonsented to go upon the oounolls 
were read and weire as follows • An exeoutlve oounoll of 
four roenfbers, Judge Dole, jr.A* King, P.C. Jones, and W»0. 
Smith. Upon the formation of the provisional government 
these four men were to form the exeoutlve department. (3) 
Probably no man In Honolulu was so well fitted for the lead- 
ing position In the new government as Judge Dole, and the 



oommlttee was exoeedlngly fortunate In seeurlng his serrloes 
He was a man above reproach both morally and Intellectually, 
and was looXed up to«nd respected by the entire community. 
He was broad minded, just, conservative, and dlaxmsslonate. 
At the time of his selection he was one of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Hawaii. (4) As soon as he made up his 
mind to accept the presidency of the nenr government h'? re- 
signed this position under the monarchy. (6) It Is most In- 
teresting In this connection to note that Judge Dole reoog- 
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nlrod that a ganulne Hawaiian eoremraent was In exlstmoa un4 
til It wa» overthrown toy the ppoTlelonal gOTernnant, for ha 
handed hlB paalgnatlon to such a goTemisant on the veiy day 
of the r«volutlon # In this way he refuaea to support those 
who claim that there was no legit laate government In Hawaii 
from the fourteenth to the seventeenth. 

With the exception of J#A. King the other xaeidbers are 
already known to the student of Hawaiian hlsto ry« Mr. Jones 
was a meiaiber of the reform Qahlnet at the opening of the 
year* Ur^ Smith has toeen mentioned as one of the leading 
mentoers of the oomralttee of safety. Ur. Klng^s history Is 
not given In the reports and we can only judge his eharaeter 
from the fact that he was entirely satisfactory to Judge 
Dole as a oo-worxer. 

The adTlBorjr oounoll oonsleted of fourteen nsmbers, 
8lx of these were Anerloans nerer haTlne glvwi up their allesi 
anoe to the United States* (I) Nine of the nunlbert Enneuluthy 
Brown, HoCandless, Castle, MeChesney, Bolte, Wilder, and 
Thurston were selected from those who were already nenibers 
of the oommlttee of safety. The five new members were, 8* 
M, Daaon, a native; W.O* Ashley, X.D. Tenney, Janes ?• Hor- 
gan, an^. 7«J. Wllhelin,all Aaerloan oltlsens. (2) 

This oounoll In oonjunetlon with the exeoutlve oounoll 
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wan to form one body for general leelslatlre funotlons. 

It was also decided to see If the Claudlne oould go to 
San Tranolsoo bearing neasages and oonsnlRs loners to the 
United States, and what would be the oofit of the voyage. The 
International Stearashlp Companies were asXed not to allow 
any vessels to leave Honolulu for any of the other iBlands 
before ten ©•eloox the next morning. (I) 

The eoimalttea adjourned for lunoh and then net again 
to complete Its business and maxe public Its proclamation of 
abrogation. (2) The two oounolls had arranged to meet the 
volunteer forces at the government building at three o*clooX 
where the proclamation was to be read and the new officers 
Installed* (8) 

While the committee was In Mr. Smith's office awaiting 
thlB hour there was sone comnimlcatlon between Its n imbers 
and Captain Wlltse, then personally In charge of the American 
troops. (4) We have no vnowledgo of the oontants of theoe 
letters, but It Is a fact of some Rlgnlflcance that raptaln 
Wlltse hlmslef sho^ild have been In command of the troops 
Junt fit this tine. 

As the appointed hour drew noar tho committee became 
very anxious rocwdlng the preparations -^hlch raltTht have been 
made jPor Ita reception at the government building. A. 8. 
Wilcox was aWced to go up to the building and see if there 
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waB any Blgn of oppowltlon or any airied force there to de- 
fend the hulldlng. (I) He did aa lie wa« aaxed, and reported 
that there was no oppoaltloni the bulldlnge were eiiipty and 
no one aeemed to be preparing to meet them* (J?) 

. JiiBt at this point fortune seena to have favored the 
plane of the ooiamlttee# At about half past two one of the 
waconB of the provlBlonal government loaded with arme and 
ammunition was going to the armory when a polloeman att^npted 
to stop lt# A pistol shot was fired Which wounded the police- 
man and the wagon passed on«(d) The effect of this llttlo 
Incident juBt at this time was of considerable Importance to 

* 

the ooinmltte«» Seising the opportunity when the exoltement 
had drawn the attention of all part lee to the scene of the 
shooting, the oownlttee hastened to the gOTarronent biilldlne 
, dividing Into squads that they might attract less attention. 
(4) If we mayi believe their own words those who toox part 
In this novel procession were far from easy in their minds 
as to the outcome of their attempt* (B) If the American troop 
should fall them theyhad no help to fall bacx upon. 

Of course they reached the building before their supper** 
ers were there aR It must. have been nearly half an hour be- 
fore the appointed time. Mr. Cooper read the proclamation 
at once without audience and the government of Hawaii was 
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taken poBsession of In the name of the pirovltilonal soTemment 



(I) Mr# KoCandleea tella that » the taxing wa« very easy*^ (2 
This l8 to me a laoat expreeelTe sentence and one full of 
relief fop the epeaker* At the aaine tlrae there la an element 
of the rlduculoue about th -^ whole perfomanoe that one who 
has worked over the ^rtiole etory and read the aeoounta of all 
the varloufl pertlolpanta, and felt the anxiety In the nlnde 
of the leader B aa they take one atep after another, cannot 
help appreciating and enjoying* Imagine the scene* The 
fovemment building stands silent and un^/roteoted in the 
centre of the square* To the left is a high fence which 
conceals the American troops who are ready at any time to 
lend moral or material aid to the revolutioniats In taking 
this defenceless building* 

In another part of town eighteen men ooae cautiously 
out of an office. With fear and trenlbllng they i)roeeed to the 
lonely building. These men are prepared for attaek, imprison- 
Bmitt or death if need be. They look anxiously about, liatoi 
for the imaginary shout h of the4r opponents and the noise of 
their arms. They draw nearer and nearer, they hold their 
breath in suspense. They reach the building, enter oautlously, 
peer Into the rooms* Their vleion has ▼anl0hed« there is bo 
friend to weloome, no foe to oppoae. The loader walXs to the 
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fjpont porch and with ohaklne himds and a trembling roioBp he 
readB the proolasiatlon upon which hangs the fato of a nation- 
Ana thlB to an Inrlelble audience^ (I) In truth the taxing 
was easy^ 

Knowledge of what was taKlng place at the goyernnent 
building soon spread about town« Before the reading was 
finished a few supporters and spootators had gathered. The 
crowd Increased rapidly and soon a large nuniber was*present. 
(2) Just what part of this number was Intending to act as 
assistants to the oocmlttee Is not possible to decide. And 
Indeed It has not a rery Inportant bearing upon the subject, 
for the real military force upon which the committee relied 
was the men of the Foston* Itoreoveor the nan who refused to 
sefve the new government before It had taken possession T'ore 



now ready to taKe up ar»s imd dravr pay for their serrlces. 
They now felt that there was no personal risk Involved. 

No effort was made by the v^ieen to orpose the selsure 
of the government building, but a majority of the buildings 
and those which were strongest were still In her hands. These 
the conmlttee dl5 not try to take. 

Immediately ftf*er the reeding of the proclamation the 
new councils met and proceeded to organise for buslnes8.(3) 
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lessages were sent to all the forel^Ti ministers stating that 
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■the Hawaiian Honarohy had been abroeatad and a provlBlonal 
government establlahed*, which was • In poaseeelon of the 
government departmental bulldlnge, the archlvee and the 
trea8\iry*« This government was to remain In power until 
annexation oould be aocompllBhed# Upon this Btatenent thojr 
asXed to be recognized as the existing de facto government 
of the Hawaiian Islands* (I) 

?rom this time on the remaining events of the revolution 
become more comrlex and nore difficult to analyze. Our In- 
terest centren around three Inter dei>endent points* (I) At 
what time and upon what grounds did Minister Stevens recog- 
nise the Provisional government 7 (2) What coninmlcatlon 
did Minister Stevens have with the ministers of the Queen on 
Tuesday ? (3) At what tine and why did the Queen finally 



In attempting to answer theselmest Ions we meet the 
hardest task of the whole subject* Testimony Is abundant, 
but Minister Stevens • own words are contradictory and almost 
valueless. Nearly every man Is prejudiced, end those who 
understand the circumstances best and could be most valuable 
are unwilling to disclose what they know* In fact the Influ- 
ence of time and place Is such that we can hardly expect 
reliable Information* KoRt of the testimony would be entire- 
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(I) ::inlM+,?a' rtovens, Koports, 546 

(4) IMd. 

(C) Ibid. P40, I-^ni, I3;>2 
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ly uBBleflB ware It not for the Tfrltten irecorde ftt the legation 
containing the docimante exchanged at thlB tliae* TheBo norve 
afi a guiding thread for one In oheoXlng other oonteraporary 
wltneBseBt 

The events of Tuesday aftarnv on are an follo778* Ilinlnter 
Stevene did not leave the legation, as , according to hlB 
own Btateiaentfl he waa too HI to do ro» (I) Early in the 
afternoon he re«ei/ed a neaBage from tho CJiieen aBXlng hira to 
cone to the palace and confer vrith her# (J?) Thin ho declined 
tn do, and therefore the rainiaters of thc^ Queen viaited him 
at the legation. (3) The object of the conference was to 
find out what liTm Stevens intended to do, and to inquire if 
it TTould he poBBlble for him to call upon Captain TTlltBe to 
use the American troops in behalf of th^ (Jueen^B gov*^rnr'ient*(4 
Just what converBation nay have, paRBod 7?a do not Know, tut 
the ninlBterfl loft foaling that lHv. Ctv^vens had p^^oniBOd, 
and intended to aBsist tho proviBlonal forces againBt their 
governnont • ( 5 ) 

They roporti^d their r^onclusionB to th*; Qu^en. J^he felt 
nuch dlsBatisfied with the vorbal answer given then an:l it 
waa thought best to Frile a letter to :ir« Etovens anxiiig a 
TTTittQn reply that they might read in "blacK and .^hite" what 
he proposed to do. (C) ThiB letter was vrrittcjn oy :ir# l:osa 
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(1) Hoplclne, HeportB, ISSI 

(2) Ibid. 

(3) Tbld. Hopy.lne, Peternon, Colbiim, RoBa. 

(4) Ibid. 
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ahout three o'clool: rnd vaB carrloA to Mr* rtt^venn by r>. 
Kop>inft who stataB t}.at when ho renohof. the le^r^f^tion he pflve 
thv3 li^ttor to lllr.R. JT^ovene* Sha apV.oc't If an nnn^er vraa 
nocen-^^ry, aivl he palcl it v^hb roqiilro:^.* Cho r^^tlrt-^:! •/'Ith 
the noto and ?ftor ahout ton nlnntes rotiirnod nrylnn; that her 
rathi^r '.vaB too ill to r^^japonl at once out if y\c -^/ould rntiirn 
in alx^ut an Ijoiir ho vcnil:l he ^l^^^ri a rpply. Mr« ''opXlns 
ariBT/erad that he ras expected to rait for an f:nn;-;or and 
?ro\ild dor.o. llinn CtevenB figaln •:^nt to h-=^r fatiior and after 
about ten nlniit^r. .-lolay rotiirnnd :vith a letter in repiy^d) 
Upon hlB return to the station hoiu?o :ir# ITopl:inB f.eliver<=^d 
this neflBaco to Mr# Farkor, iiiininter of forcir:n Fff^ irB, to 
•.v];oii it waB directed • {P) 

Thin roply of Jlininter CtevenB iB not fcco.srihle, in 
fr.ct it BoeuB to have diBappOP.rt'^s.' altocetivori v.ut thoB^ T^ho 
ha;' FCceBB to it ^t the t lr:e concur in tlieir fccountB* It was 
a uore statoMent of the fr.ct that ::inif tor rtovona hPd recog- 
nired the proviBional covorni-.ont en the He ffcto ^ov^rnii'^nt 
of th»; iBlfn/.B^ (3) Thifl li.^ttor T^as received ft the Btatlon 
houB ; Boon after t^irae o*cloch| or nt the ver:j'^ latoBt before 
four* (4) 

If I.inister ct ovens tol^^. the tnitli in this liote to the 
n:ir.istorB boii: tine tct-y^en the frrivpl oT t:v^ i.cte, telllnc 
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(I) F.oporte. C49 
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YiXn of ty\e f^ptaMlflhnent of the provlBlonal goverrment and 
hl,s e PTCT to thn QTieen^B niniBtorR ho rjuBt have rooocnl^ei 
th't rro^Hpior?! ^o^'ernmert. "Tien oonll this note of r^^cog- 
nit Ion >)avo heon sent to PreBl^lnnt Dole ? The latest Unit 
iTii^'t l)o placed hofora four o •clock as It wae about four '/rhen 
tho coiTilt'ee ttrh Bent to nerotlata for the Burrencler of the 
Btrtlon houFe* They then uBed Hlnlater Stevens^ recognition 
aF> an ar.'^^^vient In trying. to ln:^uoe the coranander to Kiirrender* 
In Addition to thlf iIlnlBtor Stevens himself Bald In his 
letter thp.t he had recognlJred the provlaional governnont, and 
thlB letter ':TaB received hy the Qiieen'R ninlBtera not later 
than foiir o*clocy.» The earlier Unit, op the tine UStopo 
Thich it niiBt h^ve heen B^nt la not e^ay to decide* At 
flrnt Higv.t one iilc^^t toe Inclined to aay that of course it vfas 
after tho proclaanatlon of the new governnent, and after the 
corncllB had hFd tine to aend out the noticea of ito micceae 
to t}}e forelcr. niriRterB^ There are aeveral things which. 
Rhonld he connid^^r^S h^^^ore accortlng thle tine limit as the 
trno one* Pronlnent among them la the fact that llr# Stevenfl 
^';ion oneRtioned regarding the tine of recognition haoonee very 
Tiich confiifled and riaheB anfl'^ere which conflict hadly.d.) 
Finally he 1b led to at ate that he thinKa he recognized about 
five o^cloch, ^nd thrt he had prohahly prepared the note 
of recognition before that and had it ready to Blgn v/hen the 
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(I) Peports, 549 

(P.) Reports, 14 18, I44'7. 
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tln« caKB* v;hon qunntlonad an to hlB rn?/<on for mich h?.nte 
hiB roply is, •• I praparocl r. note boforehfnd'. anii hr/l it in 
roaUnofiRi bocaune it trs open ?b any railror.cl nnotinr; roulA 
be in yoiir city or r:ine»* To in nt^xt p>y*^^ ^^olrT y-o went thiK 
noto to Profiident Dole , Ftr.A ho can not tell, lie thin?n he 
nlc^t have aont it by caA«t Prir^lOi >ut ^uv.t ps liKoly by 
r£r« Carter * He thinV.B he s.^nt it r-ft'-^r five o*clocX* (t) 

Anothol? qiief^tion which arises is , yhy :\li ::r# rte^^onn 
rbY Ilr* IIopKins to dolay an hoiir ? Thore n^^en to bo nut two 
roasonB for Biich a requeat. One that ho inic-it have tir.*^ to 
recosnire the provisional covt^miu^nt cUirinc the iolay. Tho 
other that it was not y?:t V.no*.'' that t]:e proviiional cov'^rn- 
TtOnt T'as really astahlif^hed and he felt t::at ho niint vr^.it at 
least a r^aRonablo tine aft it ^•rould not do to Bry that ha 
Y.p^:X r^^o£niJ?ed a covt-'irnv.v^nt before it wn^ in exi^t -^nce* Only 
one statement is ]-:al^ Thich holpa at all iipon thlp point* 
It containB a valuable Piicgestion althoii^h rro ar~- nnal 1^ to 
prove anj-thins by it* It la the tOFtir.oriy of Ilr* Tnlth 7:hich 
iiipli-^^^ that l^inirtor ot ovens hfd vrvitton out bin roco2;ni- 
tion and given it to Jiid^o r)olo before the ontaMirihr.ent of 
tl\e no*- ;*c/ovn;ont. (2) Tan tine elt^i.ient alone in Rtronj; 
ni^pport for nuch a v^.oncliision r.nd it certainly -totiI:! bo in 
hariiony T^ith tho other acts of ::iriij--ter rtcM/OT:n at t-ii^ tine. 
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(I) PepcrtB, n^^O^J, JOS*^, 1600, 7401, I2U, 1207, 1048, 1029, 
47?>, 548, 1344, I76I, 1777. 
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Suoh p- ooncluBlon neepm q^xite loBBiir^lfi^ pn:! therefore eo 
long an tht^rn 1b ro further evidence at hand to naXe proof 
nore Qexip.in I Bhoiild be unFllllTir to accept the oarlleBt 
tlr^o of re'^,ognltlon as after the eBtahllRhnv^nt of t.he pro- 
vinlonal governiient* 

Ab to liiniater Stevens • reaflon for recor;nl3inn the new 
Coveininent 80 prortptly there 1b hut ono cibncluBlon* That he 
ild no purpoHely bo that his recor;nltlon mlrht ho of a«Blflt- 
anco In caiiBlng the atirrender of thn (yiieen and thuB help to 
i:aKo the bucobbb of the provlBlonal ^fovorniaent. mire* The 
host aut/iorltiofl on Internatlonrl la:7 5,o not recojrnlrre aB 
local any euoh recognition an.^ In tmth there coul:'- he no 
IncltlK^te bafllB for Biich an act* Thlp llr^ rtevena hlnBolf 
Xner only too T^ell. The provlBloral r^overniaent T^aa not .In 
pOHf^enalon of the govarnnont of Ha^rall vrhen lIlnlBter rtevene 
£^ave It hlB recognition and nothing can jnr.tofy hlB action 
at this tlno« In addition to this no other forelrn rower 



V« te 



recc^nlzei the govemnent on the aeventfeenth, and Captain 
^11 tan trrico refused hie recognition until the con^-ilttee had 
lOBRcsBlon of the station houfle, harracKa, palace and all 
th"; ^uc^en^B troopB. (I) 

On tlid Baiie day, January seventeenth, President Dole 
^tcimo-'ledged Illnieter E tenons •recog4it Ion and requested the 
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(I) Reports, 137? 
Text, IS 73. 
(s) SrinlDitrn, Reports 47l; I4I5 
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t)^3 ooMifTr'^nT r^f thri A:';.^rlr;ai: troopr: to tPtY.e cMerr^e of .the 
rrovlnioT.^.l forcon flo t^at they rlr>>t f?ct to'^fther for the 
r>rot3ctioT: o^ ti^^ cl^i^#(I) Snch p. roqneBt at thin tine, rhon 
i:inlpter r^-^^erR hn-l plro^.V/ riven >i1p r^^-'^o-rition, T'onll 
'rrclly Biir.pnrt tho Btatenont bo wev.y tir^ep ]np-1e, thpt the 
provlrloi'.al p^overrjinnt ran Rtronr: onovr;h to cevxy out the 
.T-i^vol^itlcn f^^nl Al:! r.ot AeBlre or exj e-^t the enHiRt^norj of 
foroim troopp* Thin ronvicr.t froii Propi^'or.t Dole in on file 
^t th. ^ l.^r-^tior. pn? ft th^ erA :'?.n!j=^ter rt-^vonfl haf^ plpool the 
ror.-^p, * ?hr^ aho^^'o ro'^-.u'jf^t not ron:"lie:^ 7Hth*« (T) 

'^y if' r.otv=5 vfan antrverf^:! hy I'^^.Tlftor ntovorr> h^it no copy 
of t^'^ p.iiH-^v^r '^r-^H plpr^r^ct on file. Itr. Ploimt ^^-^ no little 
'!1.^flr!nlty Ir nociirinr It* Finally he ohtf.lne:^ i*. fro;i Pro- 
i-.^rt Pol^* It; hif^ r^rly :!lnl^'te:^ Ctovnrp i^f^^'^ no oV^oction 
'-T^-nto^'er to t^o rnnnopt for f J^Plflt-^noo, ml nnrn upon hlR 
p^rt to ^" c) A:i^ri^^n oiTlctvj* tRvinj^ c ?Tr:o$ I'l^* 1^^ Ai<i not 
t}:''.nl^ thp.t rpptp.in "'lltro ^ovl:^. Tr-^^oy nvt^h r- plr; • ITo pror^ 
i«>od 1iO"^o^ror, to hif^'ti Cr^ptein '"'ilt^'e con^ to tYo lo;7rtion 
p,n:l conff^r 7ri+h hlr: r.ftrrr '^hich h^ ^<r\l'\ notifi'' P7'C^Bi:!«nt 
Pole of t}'f3ir cV^clnion. C" ) 

Th^'t Crptpin nits:^ 111 ^^o to th^i 10,*^?+. ion in pnn7?or to 
nich P ?^n::':.ionK 1<^ r^^rt?.ln, hnt tMR tt^r p.hont rlx o*olocX 
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(I) CwinbUTTi, Poportn 4'5'T, Ar,v 
(?-) Carter , Porort« Tn4f 
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flr.i th"^ rhtoor. It* I not yp-^, mirrf>n.!'^-rtd. ?>v:i:*o if: no other 
r-^esr'pr;p fj^oii I'lr.irtpr ."t -^^'^r.f^ to rrnni-^dn^. Tele sl^i^o ^'^3 
rennlt cT t^lp ln*,^^r'^i'^r. raptpln 7'lltno v-- do r pornorip.l 
vlBlt to th.; ro-' f^ove-^.T.iioi^t li'c:'^:^.i?tr5ly fftor hlf^ ^^turn f-rom 
tj^^ l:v;fitlon pn:- r^'Ob.'^^.'hly i^v^ ^i^ o*-n .1'=)clf*^ion v :^r>"allyt 
At th4F tl:io Cr.pt^ln '::tltf:a r^^fu^*'^' to r.N?o'*nlT.^ th ^. provls- 
Innpl rn't^ ^"^ ?"j i-^nt pr. it *7v^f? i\o^ 1:\ r^.srjwHFlon of ^11 t/i^ 
rov^:TJ'M^.t Villi 11n:*H. (I) 

Aftor thH foPv^i::^?": ropr:^non+ -^tlv^^p h^A l-^r-ii notified t*.r.A 
::inlr:tn:» f!t ^vnnR roroini^ ion ^-^.ad r:^t=in ci^-''^^*» nojotlat ioiiB 
ref^.-^v'Unc* the Mirren-j.t^:' of th^ O.iv'^ei; 'Her^- Ap^^rod^ N^tm^rlly 
thlK i'?»tt.^r F:hoi;l T yh^T^^ Y-^.Piv ?tt-^nded to V;.'for''> th-.^ notifica- 
tions -'er^'=i Rent to th3 foreign r^oim'*'rleR* Unl<^^^H thert^ '^as 
f-ore pr^r*^ i'^v^.rr rnpr-on for other rrrr.r.f^or.ontH ti^o '*,oimoiln 
p-'honi ! vaye H*^cii:''^d Ton^.lota ^of<r>^RRion of ^r- ^a-^'^r.'n 7ov- 
rjrrj^^'^nt ml ^Vtr^T. notirie' fh'^ rr:vrrjr.v^nt-tivPH. An it t^^r the 

< 

C'^nnr»il Rea^--8 to ^«"^''-.'i snii^r'^.t delp.y no 1/.rt ovon -^har pr. 
'Bffort to'^ard nottl ^.} mnt ^-^pb pp/io +!>'^ fivnt proposition cf^ne 
f^^o:- ^.he f^l^V.^ of thn Onrjnn. Ttto o" ^I'^r n'i.nif''ters c9:\o up to 
tV"' rnvrjvrj^on' Ivill'ir.f; f,^; '. 'var+ed to rnttlo ti;;^ i'v^ + tf^r vrith- 
oiit f i.^^'itli^r^. TTo coT:cl"':Rlon '^pr rr^eohed ar.d I.-u-Rrr.. Danon 
pnd rolto ^-nr^-i roT.^ctod to retv^rn to t}v-^ Rt^tinn >onF3 .^ith 
the r-inif^trirn rr.-^ tm: ov'^r t'--^ '='ituptlon. (T) ^hny roon 
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(I) Reports, 1646, 1442 

(2) Did. 

(3) Ibid, 

(4) Ibld« 
(6) It»id. 
(6) Ibid, 
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returned bringing the other nlnisters vrith thein#(I) Then 
ri^enir'ton^. Dolo upAe a fornal danand upon them for the sur- 
render of the Btfttlon houne, i>alace an/, forces of tho Queen* 
The Hini8terR ?^ere imTlllins to conBlder mxch a deinand ?rith- 
out conBul+lng the Qxieen and aeKoii that a coinnlttoe he appoint 
eljto CO with then to tho pelace and talk it over 771th her. (2) 
Such a coniiittoe vrae Helected, rnd Ilr. Daiion vfaR nad."^ cliair- 
irum*(n) ?l)^y infomed the Queen that Rhe had been dethroned 
and a provlRional covemnt^nt had boon optatllRhed. That 
/ilnlHter ritv^^enR h?d already rBCOf^nized the new novernrient 
and res goinf; to rnrint it •-ith the United Statv^fl troopB. 
ConRldernblo time waa conRure^i in dlBcviRslon and every effort 
.7afi inp'Xe to crnvlnce the Ciuoen tliat It v^aB uReleaB to reBist 
RH Rhe -Ton Id only brln^ on troublvi 77ith the United States and 
noiHt be defoptt^.d evrentuplly* (4) 

Arter noii^i dolay ?rjio decided to aodept their propoaal and 
Hurronder under protoRt* lIojJBrn llouriann rnd Carter ?fere 
^.RKed to dra'*^ up the protept* Tha ^^aeen ordered Marshal Wil- 
son to inirr^nder the Htption houne* (5) He rafuBed to do 
this until he had a written order fron the viueen# (6) The 
i'ip;jo:'lty of thf) teptlnony 'fhlch I have uBod haR not done 
;juj^tlce to +}iifi fpi+hfvl pupporter of tht? Queen, for had he 
not been rontrained by the r.lniRters he voull never have 
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(I) Senate Executive Dootiments Snd* Session, 62nd. Congress, 
pp£;e 22* 
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allowed the proTlBlonal goTernnent eren to fpvm ItB coiwiltteee. 
Arrest B would hare been made before the laaraberB oould have 
perfected their plan, and even at thl« late date when one 
bitlldlng waB In the henda of tha new govamraent and It was 
Bure of Birpport from the United States he oould not be in- 
duoed to flurrendeir wltho^^t a written order from the aover- 
elgn* Probably had tho management of tho Queen •« party been 
more entirely In hlB handB the oomnlttee of safety coull 
never have carried out its plana* 

When the protest wae completed the Qjieen Blfpied It and 
very willingly agreed to the terns supposing , of courBe, 
that the proposition which had been meAe her an to Its future 
consideration would be KnoT^n and Invafltigated et Washington* 



(I) 



This protest was taKen to President Dole who received 



and dndoreed it* In doing thin he virtually accepted the 
Queen's statement that she surrendered to "the superior 
forces of the United States of America, whose minister plen- 
ipotentiary! hlB excellency John L.Stevens had caused the 
United States troops to be landed at Honolulu and declared 
that he would support the provisional government "•It should 
be noted that this protest was at leant partially prepared 
by one of thf^ members of the provisional government! and was 
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(1) Senate Executive DommentB, I3I7 

(2) ^llfion. Reports 1460 
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accepted by the PrcRldent* (I) 

The Queen then ordered the mirrender of the etatlon 
house* It wae taXen posseRBlon of by the provlBlonal govern- 
ment about aeren o'clock the Bane evening. (2) 

In connection with thle eurrender and the loiowledce of 
tha Queen regarding Mlnlater Stevena* action l!r. Panon says 
that he told th© Queen on Tuesday wornlng that ahe might aa 
well mirrender for Mr. Etevena wan Intending to help the 
provlBlonal goverr^nent. ThlB eeeriB ^o have been generally 
under at ood by the nenbera of the provisional government, and 
also generally reported by them until It waB pretty well 
known before the governnent was eBtabllahed. (2) Thla, of 
courBe, had Ita effect both In deciding the surrender of the 
Queen, and In drawing military eupportera to the aid of the 
pi^vlalonal rovennent. 
"V Ah. I underntani this final surrender It was not the 
Intention or the Queen to abandon her power , but merely to 
surrender to the United States forces awaiting an opportunity 
to appeal for ^uatlce to the goveifrmant to which they were 
reaponBlble. This alao seenB to have been the underatandlnc 
of those wlio advised her to surrender and assisted In pre- 
paring the protest. 

During Tuesday night there was no dlBturbance of any 
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Kind and no Blgna of tha revolution which had taken place. 
On Wednesday the Claud Ine was sent to San Francisco as had 
been ai^ranged^ The provisional government was recognized by 
several foreign government although one or two delayed until 
the nlnet enth. (I) During the day Hlnlster Stevens sent 
hlB account of the revolution to the Secretary of State by 
telegram #(2) Surely »events had moved rapidly*, an;t by the 
end of the day the revolution had passed Into history* 

It Is not vry Intention to go Into details regarding the 
events following the revolution, or to discuss lllnlster 
Stevens • further activities at that time* Enough has been 
said to allow of definite conclusions and although evidence 
showing his desires and Influence Is as abimdant after the 
close of the revolution as before, it was not with that 
phase of the subject which I started to deal and I leave It 
for f^iture Invest Igatlo:. 



»- 



. .-...;. 



1. 






* * I 



(•: ' 



J . 



< . • ' * 



■ r ' ' : • 



, J . . I . 



J. , .' / » 



T . ' 



ft 

.J « • < ; . 



V f 



> . 



t < . 



r 



1 



'f', ! 






■■- T> •,. '* . ■.' • t 



( I 



t \ • 



y\ t] .-■■:( 












• f . 






'- r: ! 



' '•■!•; ! 



j» _ -^ -* 






t 



1 . . 






f ' i 



. ' ^ 



J. f , " ' 






-V... r. 



r .• ^ -^ J . 



V. .) 



', f 



^ *• 



1 > 



. V 



^ V 



) i 



"'f% ^ 



r . > 



<'i 



& • 



1 , 



I" 1 



I t 



* < r* ' • . W* 



' n. 



'.Tf 



4 » 









.• . ? 



■.t . 



' ! 



vv ,.,)r' 



". I .. .. '^ <' • ^ / • ' 



J • 



1 . I 



• ; < 



..- -v. . 



* '. ' ' 



1 ■* 



* ■ ■• ♦ 



' / 



I 



1 






r ' 



r . ' 



' t 






.t 



r ^ r I ■ ' • ' 



,1 K 



• • . p • 



.•' ■ 



r 



V • 






r,. 









t- . T 






* * i » 



- r ft , ^-^ -r- p:i'<^ v ;.^ 






/. f: . 1. i .ti t .1 • -. r '. < 



■ ■» 



II» 



(I) President Harrlnon'B Report, Roi)ortH, I -84 
Secretary 7oater*fl Ibid^ 1005 
Senate Keport, Ibid* 811 
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Tron the events of the revolution ae outlined duping the 
four days, January fourteenth to seventeenth IncluBlve^ there 
iB but ono inference ponslhle although it 1b a Xnown fact 
that of the various government offlclalB or commltteee who 
have undertaken to InveBtlgate this matter three have come 
to one conclusion ^and three to a decidedly opposite view. 
Of these six reports we find President KarrlBon, Secretary 
Postert and the riajorlty report of the Senate Connlttee agree 
In saying that there Is not the slightest Indication that at 
any time prior to the formal recognition of the new govern- 



ment by Minister Stevens he tooX any part In promoting the 
changes which took place In the government either by Intlm-^ 
Idatlng the Queen or by promising support to the provisional 
government • That his conduct was entirely regular and In 
full accord with the long established austom and precedents 
of this government, and that In no way was the overthrow of 
the monarchy promoted by him* (I) 

The other three rei)ort8 are those of Special Corailssloner 
Blount, President Cleveland, and the minority of the senate 
Comialttee# These agree that the action of Minister Stevens 
was directly conducive to bringing about the condltldn of 
affairs which resulted In the overthrow of the Queen, and 
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(I) lllnority Report, Reports 36# 
Bloimt^B Report • Ibid* 1383 
Cleveland's IleBsgae* Ibid* ir.50 
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that "because of the part played by him In this way he is 
deserving of public censure* (I) How the group of reports 
first mentioned can possibly support their conclusion by 
the evidence at the comnand of the government, or how they 
can defend their position I can not conceive* 

The i!K)tive urging many of the residents to desire 
annexation has been given and needs no further discussion* 
Minister Stevens • share in their desires and in their pro- 
ceedings from day to day have been xhinutely presented and I 
do not see how it Tfould be possible to exonerate hii^ from 
censure as participating to an unlawful extent in the events 
which led to the revolution* That he exceeded his instruction 
and the proper limits of his official duty when he took any 
part in the formation of the committee of safety or in the 
landing of the troops to assist the same, must be acknowledg- 
ed. That he wrongfully recognized the provisional government 
as a de fact o government when it could not possibly have 
existed as such ?nd thus placed the Queen in a perilous 
position obliging her to surrender has been proven. 

Upon this basis one must agree with the report of Pres- 
ident Cleveland, Commissioner Blount, ani the minority of 
the senate " that the provisional government owed its exist enc 
to the armed force of the U*S* landed by Minister Stevens on 
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the territory of Hawaii; that the overthrow of the lawful 
government Is directly traceable to and dependent for Itn 
suceeee tipon the ageney of the United Ptatea acting through 
Its diplomatic and naval repreflentetlvea. Had It not hoen 
for Mr» Stevena* known desire of annexation the Comnlttee of 
Safety would never have been called Into existence^ Had It 
not been for the landing of the United states troops vnder 
false pretences and their location In the best possible i)osl- 
tlon for the protection of the provisional government the 
committee would never have nade Its proclamation when It dld# 
And finally except for the unlawful recognition of Minister 
Stevens and his promise of support to the new government, the 
Queen would never have surrendered* 

On the other hand one can hardly agree with the few 
writers who question the patriotism of irinlster Sttwens* It Is 
no more than ;5iiBt *o him to say that he does not stand alone 
In the history of Hawaii as the only United states official 
wyio held the same opinions and would have been equally glad 
of an opportunity of fulfilling his desires and those of tl» 
nation which he represented. A knowled?;e of history In gen- 
eral shows us that the policy of nations through successive 
administrations Is much more homogeneous than night appear to 
the casual observer • The diplomacy of minlstorr Is often 
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traditional and the opportunity whloh ReeniB to cause a change 
l8 often a inere Incident In the chain of events^ That this 
Is largely the oafle in the history of the Sandwich Islands 
!iay be seen from the correspondence bet^'reen the various Secre- 
taries of State and the American ministers at Honolulu since 
their first recognition by this country and the assignment of 
a nlnlster to that country* Of the various secretaries pre* 
vlous to Secretary Poster we find at least four, Maroy, 
Seward f Pish and Blaine In favor of annexation or reciprocity 
and raaXlng every effort to aoconpllsh the saitie# 

President Johnson and President Grant looked upon annex- 
ation as the ultimate destiny of the Islands and had such a 
pro;Iect been favored we have eveiy reason to supppose thelp 
support would have been given* 

Of course It was usually found that American ministers 
to Hawaii agreed with, and even urged the expression of such 
opinions, as they. posslMy more than others realized the 
advantages to be derived from annexation* 

Thus It In that a rovleTT of the history of Hawaii shows 
that on more than one occasion annexation has been annoimeed 
as the policy of this government and even attempted as a 
fact* We should not bo justified in conslloring the late 
policy of Mdnlster Stevens rraltlng a favorable opportimlty 
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to overthrow the native govorriEjant and take pofiBefielon of 
these aealrable and coveted iBlandB a« a policy rhloh orig- 
inated with hln# Tho derlro^ already long In existence, mere- 
ly culminated In hlft adninlatratlon and received hla help* 

The juBtlfloatlon of Ulnlnter rtevens* position from 
the standpoint of nanifeat deatlny and civil l7:at Ion has been 
only too oorurion* Too often it has been allowed to have weight 
In deciding the real influence which he had In causing the 
revolution* On thlB subject I only ask how many events of 
history could we Justify, on could we claim were entirely 
right or entirely wronc ? 

The only quostion for the student of history is ; did 
1^# Stevens • support and acts cause the revolution ? We 
can give but ono answer;* thej'' did", and lo.^ve to other to 
Justify his acts ujon eny ground they nay please* 
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